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To My fellow employees, 

As I write you this month I can 
almost sense the presence of Albert 
Burleigh, Moses Burpee and Fra~k
lin Cram, at my elbow. The Dia
mond Jubilee Special was a vital 
experience, reminding me of the 
contributions of those who preceded 
us in the Company. It left me, not 
only with a feeling of pride in the 
achievements of the railroad, but 
also with a sense of urgency for the 
tasks ahead. 

I have been asked what purpose 
such a,n expensive and ambitious an
niversary observance served and I 
have told my questioners that it ac
complished two important goals. 
First, it gave the public an oppor
tunity to see us at our work. Many 
of our guests, I know, regarded the 
railroad as still living in the age of 
the little red boxcar. These people 
saw us at work with the complex 
maintenance machinery, sophisti
cated rolling stock and the most 
modern tools of our craft. 

I believe that we were able to con
vince the doubters that we not only 
do a healthy business in this space 

age, we are actually of this time. In 
brief, for the 35,906 people who vis
ited us, the exhibition train and the 
open house observance laid to rest 
the myth that we are in any sense 
outdated. It also gave us an oppor
tunity to become acquainted with a 
generation of school-children that 
has grown up without even a nod
ding acquaintance with railroads. 

The rest of the answer is that the 
observance brought us together as a 
family more than anything that I 
can recall in a lifetime with the rail
road. As the train made its way over 
the system, more and more railroad
ers were caught up in the spirit of 
the occasion. Most of the work of 
running a railroad takes place away 
from the public eye. The Jubilee 
Special gave many of us an oppor
tunity to demonstrate our jobs to an 
interested audience and it was a 
strangely exhilarating experience. I 
think most railroaders who partici
pated shared my own feeling; I was 
proud to be part of an organization 
that could do something like this. 

The anniversary observance was 
easily the most comprehensive pub
lic relations effort that we have un
dertaken in many years. The train, 
with its special equipment, exhibi
tion and museum cars, involved the 
time and talents of scores of our 
people for much of the past six 
months. So did the open house ob
servances. 

The tour of the train and the 
open houses at Northern Maine 
Junction, Derby, Houlton, and 
Presque Isle touched nearly every 
member of the railroad family, from 
the men who guided tours to those 
who attended to the necessary 
housekeeping chores and parked 
cars. 

Wives and daughters of em
ployees helped serve refreshments to 
the crowds who came to visit the 
train and to see our facilities. 
People helped, too, who were 
just friends and not regular mem
bers of the railroad family. 

The observance could not possibly 
have succeeded without the fine help 
and enthusiasm of every railroader 
who participated. Our guests judged 
us by the collective impression we 
made, and that impression was a 
good one. 

It was railroad people, not build
ings or equipment, who provided the 
heartbeat for our birthday. As neces
sary as good tools and rolling stock 
are, people are the life force in any 
company and you have made me ex
tremely proud to be a part of this 
one. 

Sincerely, 

cw~.~ 

Harold C. Duffy and President Strout 
Manager of Operations Palmer H: Swales pre

sented the railroad's last steam locomotive bell to the 
Bangor YMCA's Camp Jordan in Ellsworth la_st 
month. Accepting the bell for the YMCA was_ David 
Fox of the Board of Directors, Tom Greenqwst and 
Roland Chandler. 

Camp Director William Bennett said the bell would 
be used to call the youngsters to camp assemblies. 

More than 100 guests attended a 
retirement party for former Mana
ger of Operations Harold C. Duffy 
at Pilots Grill in Bangor June 30. 
Treasurer and General Auditor Roy 
D. Plumley served as master of cere
monies at the dinner. Mr. Duffy re
ceived several gifts including a tele
vision set and radio. 

General Freight Traffic Leslie W. up of transporta~ion people and 
traffic representatives from Maine 
industry. Wentworth took over the 
presidency from a former Bangor 
and Aroostook employee, William 
Fernald now with the Maine Public 
Utilities' Commission. 

Duffy, a native of Boiestown, N. 
B., had worked for the BAR for 42 
years and had been manager of op
erations for the past 10 years. 

Wentworth was elected president of 
the Maine Traffic Club at the East
land Hotel in Portland last month. 
He is the first Bangor and Aroostook 
representative to hold the o~ce. 

The Maine Traffic Club 1s made 
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ON THE COVER 
Guides on the railroad's Diamond Jubilee Special 

found themselves doing all sorts of odd jobs, includ
ing babysitting with infants while their m?thers l?oked 
at the train. Division Master Mechamc David G. 
Merrill, pictured with a frien~ on the fro'!t cover, was 
so much in demand as a sitter that his colleagues 
promptly nicknamed him Father Goose. 
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BAR Birthday Party Draws 35,906 Guests 

Clutching a donut and a cup 
of Pepsi-Cola, these youngsters 
at Limestone were typical of the 
thousands from northern Maine 
who visited the railroad's Dia
mond Jubilee Special. 

It was like a circus train that 
struck its tents every night and 
played a new town every day. And 
the railroad people who worked the 
train lived like nomads of the road. 
In 17 days the Bangor and Aroos
took's Diamond Jubilee Special, an 
18-unit exhibition train, stopped in 
18 communities along BAR lines and 
played host to 35,906 people, most 
of them in Aroostook County. The 
Aroostook attendance figure is near
ly one-quarter of the population of 
the county. 

Of the nearly 36,000 guests, about 
7 5 % were school children. The re
mainder were interested adults, 
many of whom were customers of 
the railroad. School authorities were 
contacted in March and the initial 
response indicated that about 13,000 
youngsters would be bussed to the 
train and open house celebrations. 
By the time the Special had been on 
the road for a week it was evident 
that the pre-trip estimates of at
tendance were low. Schools were 
bringing their children from as far 
away as 100 miles on a round trip 
basis. And, as designated groups 
from a school finished their tour, 
others, who had not been scheduled, 
asked to attend. At the end of 23 
days the attendance had soared to 
twice the original estimates. 

Plans for the Special were begun 
nearly a year before the train was 
actually assembled at Northern 
Maine Junction May 17. By Janu
ary of 1966, committees had been 
named for the train, for the open 
house f bservances and the dozens of 
other asks necessary to the success 
of the celebration. Requests went 
out fo artifacts to fill the museum 
car and for exhibits for the Maine 
Products car. 

During the last frantic weeks be
fore the launching of the project on 
May 17, men worked Saturdays, 
Sundays and late into the evening 
at Derby Shops where all the work 
on the special cars for the train was 

done. By the time of the open house 
at Northern Maine Junction May 17 
the last exhibit had been secured in 
the products car and the exhibits 
housed carefully under glass in the 
museum car. Every piece of rolling 
stock included in the train shone 
under new paint. 

The degree of organization of the 
operation of the train and the four 
open house observances held in con
junction with it was a tribute to the 
resourcefulness of the railroad people 
involved. Displays of equipment and 
work projects performed at North
ern Maine Junction, Derby Shops, 
Houlton and Presque Isle were 
features of the open house obser
vances. Guides with hard hats and 
armbands conducted tours through 
the facilities. Other guides, super
visors from each department, had 
the ambitious task of taking guests 
through the train itself. 

The morning of May 17 dawned 
warm and sunny. To the men re
sponsible for the _critical_ first day it 
was filled with uncertainty. There 
is little in the craft of railroading 
that prepares one for the problems 
of handling large crowds. The 
scheduling of 2,000 school children 
the first day was critical. It was im
portant for them to arrive at ~egular 
intervals, · to spend enough time on 
the train to be meaningful, but not 
enough to cause bottlenecks. But by 
7 o'clock that evening the train per
sonnel and Linwood Littlefield's 
open house people had survived the 
first onslaught of visitors. They had 
been served refreshments by wives 
and daughters of Northern Maine 
.Junction employees. There were no 
bottlenecks and the response on that 
first day was a smashing 3,000 
people. 

Nightfall of the first day found a 
footsore group of guides. Unaccus
tomed to continuous walking the 
men had covered between 5 and 10 
miles that first day and were to do 
so for the rest of the tour. 

School children at Houlton, 
above, watch a demonstration by 
the road's mechanized tie crew 
which was a part of the open 
house display. The sense of touch 
is, apparently, an important part 
of the learning process. Curious 
little fingers touched every dis
play within reach in the train, 
including woodchips held fast 
behind the grating of a chip car, 
right. 

A cold, grey day with gusty 
winds and rain didn't discourage 
crowds in Millinocket, above, 
from visiting the train. More 
than 3,000 school children and a 
surprising number of adults 
turned out for the third day of 
the exhibition train. There were 
sights to see as evidenced by the 
rapt attention of the youngsters 
at left. Many carried notebooks 
and made careful entries of the 
displays and statistics on the 
train. 
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Looking for all the world like a 20th century Pied Piper 
Trainmaster Frank Larlee, a guide on the Diamond Jubilee 
Special, back packs one of his charges who tired during the 
long walk through the train at Washburn. Left, a map of the 
U. S. showing distribution of the potato crop excited the in
terest of school children at every stop, but nowhere mort" 
than Limestone where Air Force children excitedly pointec 
out their home states. Babysitting for mothers going through 
the train was a common chore for train guides, one that 
Traveling Auditor E. E. Dow, lower left, obviously doesn't 
find unpleasant. Below, Vice President-Marketing H. L. 
Cousins, Jr., explains slides in railroad display at the open 
house in Presque Isle June 2. 

The Diamond Jubilee Special's 
museum car held great interest 
for the adults who visited the 
train. At right, a man and his 
wife examine the photographic 
murals of early construction 
scenes and the artifacts in the 
display cases. The car displaying 
products of Northern Maine, 
from potato barrels to men's 
cologne, below, was one of the 
most popular exhibits in the 
train. A little girl with a cast, 
center photo below, gets a help
ing hand from Assistant Travel
ing Engineer Leo Downie, a 
guide on the train. Whether it 
was a strayed parent or a mis
placed youngster, lower right, the 
man in the overalls and train
man's cap looked like a safe ha
ven in the crowd. 

o' , 
• 
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Robert Breedlove, manager of Birds Eye Division of General Foods in Caribou, 
examines the display of his company's products in the display car. 

The railroad received community service awards on its 75th anniversary from 
Fort Kent, above left, Presque Isle, above right, Washburn, below, Houlton and Fort 
Fairfield. Pictured with BAR :President W. Jerome Strout (above left ) is David D. 
Daigle, (above right) Burt Thompkins and (below) Milton Blackstone and Station 
Agent Byron Black. 

The turnout at Derby Shops the 
following day equalled the first day. 
So did the third day at Millinocket. 
But on the third day what had been 
a series of crisp, blue spring days 
turned successively into drizzle, sleet 
and, finally, a steady rain. 

By this time the guiding staff was 
becoming conditioned to the daily 
10-miles hike. They were also be
coming accustomed to off-beat re
quests and questions from their 
young guests: ("Mister, how many 
miles does a locomotive wheel 
last?" ) When the rain came there 
was hardly a letup in the crowds 
that visited the train. From Mil
linocket, the train traveled to Patten 
and Oakfield, then on to Houlton 
where an open house was held. The 
Engineering Department set up an 
exhibit of its mechanized tie crew 
that attracted wide attention. And 
at each community the word trav
eled ahead of the train that here 
was something that shouldn't be 
missed. 

Over 3200 people visited the train 
at Houlton. And what had started 
out as an assignment to be endured 
for the 21 men who served as guides 
took on an entirely new character. 
There was a curious chemistry at 
work as the enthusiasm of the 
crowds made itself felt. There was 
the good-natured bantering of men 
on the road who are bent on a com
mon purpose in which all of them 
believe. There was pride in the task 
at hand and a sense of cameraderie. 

Cecil E. Garcelon, safety super
visor, had overall charge of the day
to-day operation of the train. Serv
ing as guides were: G. E. Wiggins, 
P. S. Wheeler, J. C. Conners, Leo 
Downie, D. G. Merrill, Guy Jackins, 
George Mossey, A. B. Nadeau, E. E. 
Dow, R. P. Groves, F. D. Larlee, 
J. F. Mills, R. W. Miller, L. H. 
Kitchen, L. S. Milton, A. J. Du
plessis, M. E. Walls, G. L. Lovett, 
N. J. Tardif, L. B. Neal and J. C. 
Hickson. 

The guiding assignment was an 
early-in-the-morning until late-at
night job. Guides reported and be
gan setting up steps and readying 
exhibits at 7 :30 a. m. There were 
days when the train didn't close un
til 8 p . m. After each day's crowds 
the guides swept the carpets in the 
display cars and repaired the dam
age done to the exhibits by hundreds 
of small, curious fingers. The sense 
of touch is apparently an important 
part of the learning process. 

As the train wound its way north
ward to Fort Fairfield, Caribou, Van 
Buren, Madawaska and Fort Kent, 
adults turned out in increasing num
bers. It became apparent the train 
had proved an eyeopener for many 
of the adult visitors. The staff heard 
comments about the new machinery, 
the number of industries served by 
the railroad and, importantly, the 
progressive atmosphere surrounding 
it. 

In Fort Fairfield, Presque Isle, 
Fort Kent, Washburn and Houlton, 
plaques for community service were 
presented the railroad. And in Fort 
Kent (pop. 4,761) more than 3,000 
people turned out for the train. 

It wasn't until the train reached 
Washburn on June fr that the rain 
hampered operations. The railroad
ers traveling with the train prompt
ly erected a blue and gold tent 
measuring 20 x 40. Still, some 1500 
people streamed through the train 
in a community of 2,083 souls. 

By the time the Special reached 
East Millinocket June 8, the final 
day of the tour, wives and daughters 
of employees, and volunteer helpers 
had dispensed 2,205 gallons of soft 
drink, 2,181 dozen donuts and 
nearly 10,000 cups of coffee _to 
school children and adults who vis
ited the train. 

The original concept of the Dia
mond Jubilee Train, to demonstra_te 
the vitality of the railroad and its 
modern technology, had been real
ized. The accent was on sales, in 
spite of the elaborate museum car, 
and sales representatives lost no op
portunity to establish customer con
tacts throughout the tour. 

But the Special did much more 
than just demonstrate that the 
Bangor and Aroostook is still a vital 
member of the northern Maine com
munity. The preparation and op
eration of the Special touched nearly 
every member of the railroad fam
ily. And it brought a certain pride 
among employees who helped put 
the crowds through the train and 
through the facilities at points where 
the railroad held open house. It was 
evident in the way they did their 
job. Call it esprit de corps, o~ m<;>r
ale, or spirit, it is that elusive m
gredient which is a necessary part 
of any successful enterprise. 

"These railroad men seem to be 
having almost as much fun as the 
children," one teacher commented 
while ushering her flock through the 
train. 

And that's the way it was. 

Nineteen (count 'em) guides of the Diamond Jubilee Special posed for an "offi
cial" photograph at Presque Isle. Below, left, Frank Brown and Charles Nutter 
(right) of Mars Hill inspect the exhibition train. Mr. Nutter remembers when the 
BAR came into Mars Hill and once wanted to become a telegrapher. 

Principal Assistant Engineer Carvell Hatfield (above, right) chats with retired 
agent Maxime Chasse, of Frenchville, one of many veterans to visit the train. Below, 
Cecil E. Garcelon, right presents a bouquet of roses and an Anniversary Plaque to 
the train's 35,000th visitor Mrs. Dorothy O'Halloran, Millinocket, on the final day 
of the tour. With him is H. C. Duffy. 
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Bond Buying Is A Railroad Tradition 

Foreman and Mrs. J. A. Allen, 
Smyrna Mills, used the savings 
they have accumulated in Sav
ings Bonds to help build their 
new home. 

Thrift is such a traditional facet 
of the New England character that 
it sometimes becomes an end to it
self ... at least in fiction and legend. 
But thrift really isn't just the accu
mulation of money to see the pile 
grow. Thrift is actually deferred 
spending. One saves so that he can 
accumulate enough to make an im
portant purchase or to provide a 
blanket of security for the future. 
Railroaders have been practicing 
this kind of thrift through the pur
chase of U. S. Savings Bonds for 25 
years. And many of them have 
reached the goals they set for them
selves. 

Clerk Edgar E. Carter, for ex
ample, has been buying bonds 
through the payroll savings plan 
since they were first offered back in 
the early WW II years. Not only has 
he been buying them, he's been 
keeping them. To date, he has not 
cashed a bond. But when he retires, 
the dollars invested in U. S. Savings 
Bonds over · the past 25 years will 
help make his retirement years 
meaningful. 

Constructing and distributing 
Foreman J. A. Allen, Oakfield, is 
another railroad bond buyer of long 
standing. U. S. Savings Bonds 
helped him build a new home in 
Smyrna Mills a few years ago. And 
the bonds he has purchased since 
are going into a retirement fund. 

Superintendent of Signals and 
Communications T. W. Cudhea of 
Milo has been buying bonds since 
they were known as Defense Bonds. 
Later they came to be known as 
War Bonds and, finally, as U. S. 
Saving:.c; Bonds. Like many other 
railroaders who buy bonds, Cudhea 
finds bonds a good way to save for 
the future. 

Bonds helped Supervisory Agent 
Percy Hoar, Houlton, purchase his 
first home when he was agent at 
Mars Hill and, again, when he was 
transferred to Houlton. 

"It was just after the outbreak of 
World War II when Trainmaster 
Harry Johnson walked into Mars 
Hill station where I was agent," he 
recalls. " 'I'm signing up employees 
for Defense Bonds,' he told me, 'and 
I'm putting your name down.' I've 
been buying them since. They 
helped me to buy a home and to 
send my daughter to school." 

The earnings power of U. S. S~v
ings Bonds has recently been in
creased. Every Series E bond bought 
now, or purchased since Dec. 1, 
1965, earns interest at the new, 
higher rate of 4.15% compounded 
semi-annually, when held t~ i:na
turity. They mature faster ... in JUSt 
seven years. The higher interes~ rate 
also applies to all older senes E 
bonds from Dec. 1, 1965 for their 
remaining period to maturity. So it 
pays to hold onto _your old E bonds 
even as you continue to buy new 
ones. . 

There's another reason for buying 
bonds, too. Even though patriotism 
seems to be a little out of style, the 
thinking American realizes that, im
perfect though it may be,_ our gov
ernment represents the highest as
pirations of man. And even though 
we are a young country, our system 
represents one of the_ longest spans 
of self-government history has re
corded. 

Thomas Jefferson wrote that the 
tree of liberty must be refreshed 
from time to time with the blood ~£ 
patriots. Even . t~ou&h such se:1t~
ments elicit cymosm in our soph1st1-
cated society it is no less ~rue now 
than it was in Jefferson's t11:1e. T~e 
money that citizens inves! in thelf 
government represents a kmd of ob
ligation, too. Some. of each_ gener~
tion pays for our ideals with thelf 
blood; others lend their resources. 
And Savings Bonds represent one 
facet of citizen resources. 

"Bangor and Aroostook employees 
buy $1,745.50 worth of Savings 
Bonds every week. But the 236 
people who are buying b?nds repre
sent only 19% of the railroad fam
ily," says Assistant Manager Pu_r
chases and Stores Liston F. Le':VIs, 
chairman of this year's Bond Dnve. 
"We'd like to see at least half of the 
railroad family participating." 

During the next month, a repr~
sentative of your department will 
ask you about signing up for Sav
ings Bonds. When he does, remem
ber that it's not only a good way to 
save; it's like buying a piece of the 
future. 

Supervisory Agent P. W. Hoar, 
above used bonds to help pur
chase' a home and to educate his 
daughter. Right, Supt. S. & C. 
T. W. Cudhea is a regular bond 
buyer, saves for retirement years. 
Below, Clerk Edgar E. Carter, 
Searsport, has been buying ~onds 
since they first became available 
through payroll savings plan and 
has never cashed a bond. Opera
tor George Webber, right, Sears
port, has been buying bonds since 
W.W. II. 
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Railf ans Take A Holiday 

Heat waves shimmering in the 
July sun, a special train chartered 
by the Downeast Railroad Club, 
of Brunswick, moves across Col
son Brook viaduct on the Sears
port Branch. The passengers rode 
in open gondola cars. 

Maine people are fond of saying 
that their state has two seasons .. . 
the Fourth of July and winter. The 
weekend of the Fourth lived up to 
expectations with a searing heat
wave, a condition that did not in the 
least trouble 116 railfans, members 
of the Downeast Railroad Club of 
Brunswick, who rode the second 
"passenger" train on the Bangor 
and Aroostook's Searsport Branch in 
35 years. 

The same group also had the dis
tinction of making the first passen
ger run over the branch in 35 years 
last year. The "passenger" train 
bore little resemblance to anything 
ever seen in actual service. It con
sisted of a branch liner locomotive, 
four open gondola cars with folding 
chairs and three cabooses. 

Some of the railfans came from 
as far away as Boston to make the 

open-air ride. Some weren't railfans 
at all, but vacationers who had read 
the club's advertisements and took 
the -trip as a lark. The train was 
chartered by the club who sold $6 
tickets to members and the public 
on a first-come, first-served basis. It 
ran from Searsport to Northern 
Maine Junction and return. 

It was a gay, leisurely trip with 
frequent stops for pictures. The 
open-top cars took the curse off the 
sticky heat that drove city-dwellers 
to lakes and beaches. At highway 
crossings and small towns along the 
route startled motorists stopped their 
vehicles to stare at the spectacle of 
116 people riding in what are nor
mally freight cars. The railfans 
waved at the motorists and, after 
overcoming their surprise, the mo
torists grinned and waved back. The 
proceedings were enormously enter
taining for the train passengers. 

t 
j 

The train reached Northern 
Maine Junction at midday where 
the Hermon Band Parehts Club had 
prepared a chicken barbeque for the 
railfans. There were more pictures 
and a brief rest before the group 
boarded the train for Searsport 
again. 

The kind of people that drive up 
to 400 miles to • ride 59 miles in an 
open-top railroad car are doctors, 
attorneys, businessmen, clerks, la
borers, engineers and more. The 
bond that unites them is a common 
interest in railroads and trains. They 
will become misty-eyed at the men
tion of steam power, but they're also 
keen on diesel locomotives. Often, 
they collect insignia from various 
railroads. They also treasure such di
verse items as employee timetables, 
train orders, pictures and brake
man's lanterns. 

These friends of the railroad are 
almost invariably courteous and con
siderate when they visit railroad in
stallations. They are grateful for in
formation and they are most active 
letter writers. In times when rail
roads have needed public support 
they have been vocal in active sup
port of railroad legislation. 

Generally, although not always, 
the railfans have no financial inter
est in railroads. But it would be diffi
cult, indeed, to name an industry 
that has this kind of hardcore loy
alty from any outside group, includ
ing stockholders. 

A chicken barbe
que, prepared by 
the Hermon Band
boosters, awaited 
the railfans at 
Northern Maine 
Junction. The siz
zling heat did 
nothing to damp
en the spirits of 
railfans who made 
the 60-mile round 
trip in open cars. 

At every grade 
crossing and small 
village, p e o p I e 
stopped to stare 
and the passengers, 
hugely entertained, 
waved at them. Be
low, the train slows 
at the foot of 
Mount Waldo's 
granite cliffs for a 
better look. The 
train made fre
quent photographic 
stops. 
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The Bangor and Aroostook has 
long had a policy of encouraging its 
people to become involved in civic 
affairs. It is a philosophy that has 
been good for both the railroad and 
for the communities it serves for it 
provides them with a wellspring of 
talent. Railroad employees serve on 
school boards, budget committees, 
town councils. . . anything that 
touches the economic and social 
roots of the community. 

It's not just a matter of lip ser
vice, for the men who make policy 
for the railroad put into practice 
what they advocate. Few railroad 
people are more dedicated to the 
ideal of citizenship than David D. 
Daigle, the railroad's energetic di
rector in Fort Kent. 

At a vigorous 61, Mr. Daigle has 
just completed a community land
scaping assignment that would have 
done credit to any accomplished 
professional landscapist. The project 

Service ... 

In The 

Public Interest 

To plant a tree and still make it ap
pear that nature intended it to grow 
there is a subtle and difficult feat, BAR 
Director David D. Daigle, Fort Kent, 
explains to Yves Theriault, one of three 
Scouts who works at the Fort Kent block
house caring for the grounds. Mr. Daigle 
supervised an ambitious landscaping proj-
ect at the historic site. 

had its roots in 1952 when at the 
urging of attorney Robert Jalbert, 
Fort Kent, the community decided 
to clean up the old blockhouse from 
which the town takes its name. The 
blockhouse, a relic of the border 
troubles between the nited States 
and Canada in the late 1830's and 
early 40's, had fallen into a sad state 
of disrepair. It had, in fact, become 
somewhat of a refuse heap and a 
community eyesore. 

A HOME FOR SCOUTS 

Removing the refuse of decades 
was a monumental task and when 
Jalbert and his Boy Scout Troop 
had completed it, they set about 
staining the interior and making it 
suitable as an all-weather meeting 
place. There were troubles with the 
state Historical Sites Commission 
who pointed out that the blockhouse 

came under the jurisdiction of this 
governmental body. Jalbert fired 
back a letter saying that no one had 
seen fit to do anything about the 
deplorable state of the Fort, that the 
Boy Scouts did and that they in
tended to stay there. 

The letter brought prompt re
sponse and a visit from the state 
people. They convinced themselves 
that Jalbert was dedicated to the 
task of restoring the old Fort and 
established a cordial relationship 
that still exists . 

As the project progressed Jalbert 
became obsessed with the dream of 
making the Fort site a spacious park 
with an adjacent recreation area ... 
a tourist attraction rather than a 
relic hidden by an intervening bog 
and encroaching undergrowth. It 
was a bold dream but it had poten
tial for the blockhouse was perched 
on a promontory at the confluence 
of the Fish and the St. John Rivers. 

The Scouts, doing the renovating 
work, were careful not to cut or al
ter any original timber. The grounds 
were cleaned up and signs made. 

Little by little, through personal 
appeals, state funds and community 
appropriation, the improvements 
grew larger until, last year, addition
al land was purchased. The stage 
was set for a major landscaping ef
fort for the land around the area 
was boggy and needed the natural 
grace of trees artfully placed. 

When the town appropriated 
money for the acquisition of addi
tional land and for landscaping, 
town officials also suggested to Jal
bert that he approach Dave Daigle 
to supervise the work. It was a chal
lenge that Mr. Daigle could not re
sist. Since his boyhood, when he had 
planted a grove of trees on the 
homestead farm in Fort Kent, he 
has had the instincts of a born ar
borist. The trees have long since 
grown to mature timber nearly two 
feet in diameter and there have 
been other groves carefully nur
tured during the intervening years. 

He approached the task with the 
deliberation of a diamond cutter 
surveying an uncommonly large 
gem. As soon as he could travel in 
the woods last spring he began the 
search for suitable evergreens and 
hardwoods for the broad park he 
visualized approaching the block
house grounds. He selected white 
birch as deciduous trees to contrast 
with the native spruce as an ever
green background. Each tree was 
prospected with care until he had 
located 45 perfect specimens, some 
as high as 20 feet. The trees were 
located in widely separated sites; 
they were chosen strictly for beauty, 
not ease of removing. 

THE MOVING OF TREES 

"There was a time element in
volved," Mr. Daigle explains, "and 
there wasn't time to remove the 
trees the way I like to. Usually when 
I'm transplanting trees, I'll have a 
deep trench dug all around the tree 
in the fall, loop a wire cable from a 
tractor around the ball and cut the 
bottom. The original soil is then re
placed in the trench along with 
some organic matter and lots of 
water and the tree is left until the 
following spring. This gives the tree 
a chance to recover from the shock 
of having the roots severed, and 
makes it better able to withstand the 

second shock of being transplanted 
in alien soil the following spring." 

"These trees had to be taken up 
and transplanted within a period of 
days and this greatly increases the 
chance of losing them." 

Using crews from his own farms, 
his own trucks and personally super
vising every phase of the work, Mr. 
Daigle had the trees painstakingly 
removed from the native soil and 
placed in the newly-filled and 
graded park. Any tree that was 
bruised in the process was left in 
the forest; each tree was selected for 
color as well as its shape. 

The last transplant was made last 
month. The spacious approach to the 
historic Fort has been freshly grav
eled and the new lawn is beginning 
to cover the raw soil with a fresh 
carpet of green. The grove reflects 
Dave Daigle's conviction that trees 
should be planted with calculated 
irregularity; not with mathematical 
precision. The handsome birch 
groves are thriving inside a slightly 
irregular line of spruce, looking for 
all the world as though it is part of 
nature's scattering of the seed and 
a happy combination of soil and 
water. 

A NICELY AGED FENCE 

Perhaps a crowning touch is a rail 
fence, nicely aged by 40 years of the 
northern winters and summer suns 
to a silvery grey, that borders one 
side of this delightful glade. It was 
found in Canada, purchased from 
the owner, disassembled and reas
sembled on the site. 

The Blockhouse, with an adjacent 
recreation facility maintained by the 
Scouts, isn't exactly what Bob Jal
bert wants yet, but it comes close. 
Uniformed scouts are on duty ev
ery day to greet the tourists who 
visit the attractive fort in ever-in
creasing numbers. The townspeople 
use the recreational facility near the 
fort for public picnics with the 
whole area being kept under the su
pervision of the Scouts. Three of the 
senior members of the troop are em
ployed at the area on a full-time 
basis clearing undergrowth, doing 
routine maintenance and working 
on new projects. They are paid from 
funds from the town, from volun
tary contributions and with state 
funds. 

And what had been a community 
eyesore has become an attractive 
historical site. More important, Fort 

The Boy Scouts man the Fort every 
day to help tourists and answer questions. 
The new grove in the background, Daigle 
chats with Duty Scout Gary Martin. 

Fort Kent Boy Scouts Greg Jalbert, 
left, and Yves Theriault, right, show 
items from the museum in the old block
house to BAR President W. Jerome 
Strout and BAR Director David D. 
Daigle. 

Kent citizens now show their block
house to visitors with pride. It is ap
parent that Bob Jalbert's vision has 
caught the imagination of this com
munity from his well disciplined 
Scouts to the business men. 

As one of his friends jokingly re
marked, "I used to take visitors 
down to see how the work was com
ing, but it got so I couldn't go there 
without someone sticking a rake in 
my hand." 

A COMMENT ARY ON CITI ZENSHIP 

When one enters the Blockhouse 
area now, he drives up a broad, 
graveled driveway, bordered by 
lawns and a flourishing grove. It's an 
eloquent commentary on citizenship 
and community effort. 
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Deadly Race At The Crossing 

Will he stop or will he make a race of it is the question 
Engineer Barney Nadeau faces every rime a car speeds 
toward a crossing in spite of the diesel's horn and bell. 
It's a deadly kind of race. 

The engineer at the controls of 
the diesel locomotive watched the 
automobile racing for the crossing 
with an expression of frustration and 
anger on his face. The driver of the 
vehicle had ignored the flashing red 
lights of the crossing signal and the 
urgent warning blast of the diesel's 
horn. With his load and speed the 
engineer knew that his stopping dis
tance was nearly a third of a mile. 
There was nothing more that he 
could do. Clearly, the driver of the 
speeding car intended to make a 
race of it to the crossing. Every eye 
in the cab of the diesel was riveted 
on the senseless drama unfolding be
fore them. 

The gap narrowed and the auto
mobile hit the crossing only seconds 
ahead of the locomotive. The en
gineer exchanged a relieved look 
with his fireman. 

"Chalk up another close one," he 
said, breaking the tension that had 
built up in the cab. 

Sadly, the scene is enacted many 
times a week at highway grade 
crossings throughout the Bangor and 
Aroostook's system. And each time 
it happens, the engineer at the con
trols dies a little ·bit. 

What goes through his mind dur
ing those endless seconds when a 
driver decides to gamble his life for 
the sake of a few minutes saved at a 
grade crossing? 

BARNEY NADEAU ANSWERS 

Engineer Barney Nadeau, a 24-
year veteran with lines etched 
around his eyes from years of peer
ing through the windshield of a loco
motive, answered the question: 

"This is the most helpless feeling 
you can imagine. You approach a 
protected crossing and there's a car 
on the highway approaching the 
crossing. You sound the horn and 
watch for him to slacken his speed. 
Some do, of course, but they may 
be almost on top of the crossing be
fore they hit the brakes. I don't 
really know which is worse, waiting 
to see if they are going to brake or 
praying that they'll make it across 
safely -when they're trying to beat 
you across. It seems to take forever 
to happen. I can tell you that it's an 
experience no human being should 
ever put another through." 

Hardly a day passes when, some
where on the railroad, a motorist 
doesn't put an engineer's heart in 
his mouth by his behaviour at a 
grade crossing. What motivates driv-

ers like these is one of the great mys
teries of our time. It is, of course, an 
extension of the pattern one sees on 
the highway, the reckless passing in 
the face of heavy oncoming traffic. 
It may be a disease of our times, but 
if it is the fatality rate at grade 
crossings is becoming increasingly 
high. 

NOT ALL DELI BERA TE 

Not every close call at grade cross
ings is deliberate, of course, but the 
consequences of inattention and 
carelessness are the same. In 1965, 
two persons were killed and five 
were injured in accidents on the 
Bangor and Aroostook system. The 
great tragedy is the utter needless
ness of these accidents. In all cases 
the crossings were protected by 
automatic signal devices. Most oc
curred during the daylight hours in 
good visibility. In three of the six 
mishaps, the drivers of the vehicles 
actually drove into the side of the 
train while it was on the crossing 
and the lights were flashing. 

And if this sounds hard to believe, 
consider the case of one driver who 
drove around several cars stopped 
at a flashing light warning signal, 
drove around the crossing gates and 
into the side of a train. 

It's frightening because there is no 
pattern to grade crossing accidents 
unless it is the disregard with which 
some drivers hold their lives and 
those of others. Only two of the six 
crossing accidents in 1965 occurred 
during the cold weather months 
when there were the natural hazards 
of bad weather and icy roads. Al
though, in Aroostook County, the 
harvest season usually is a time of 
high risk at the crossing with farm 
trucks shuttling back and forth to 
the fields. 

INATTENTION IS DEADLY 

In a vast majority of the acci
dents, the cause is inattention to the 
road ahead. Because the cause is so 
obvious this does not mean that the 
remedy is simple. But there are a 
few simple precautions that will pre
vent this kind of accident. Keep the 
radio volume down to a reasonable 
level that lets you hear the horn of 
an approaching locomotive. In 
warm weather, keep a window down 
part way for the same reason. 

Use your defrosters and wind
shield wipers to keep the windshield 

From the driver's seat of a passenger 
car, the diesel locomotive is hard to miss 
with its bright headlight and bull-voiced 
horn. Yet, hundreds of drivers risk their 
lives at grade crossings. 

A car flashes across the tracks only sec
onds ahead of the train. An engineer dies 
a little, says Nadeau, every time a motor
ist risks life and limb for a few meaning
less seconds. 

clear. Slow down to road conditions 
during bad weather situations. At 
night, don't overdrive your head
lights; maintain a speed that will en
able you to stop within the distance 
of your highbeam lights. 

When you approach a railroad 
crossing, slow down to assure your
self that there is no train approach
ing. If there is, don't bet your life 
on the few minutes you may gain 
by racing it to the crossing. When 
you race, you bet the engineer's life 
as well as your own. 

When you do near a crossing on 
which a train is approaching, hit 
your brakes a couple of times at a 
reasonable distance from the inter
section of the road and track to let 
the engineer know you're not going 
to engage in that deadly race. 

Barney Nadeau and his friends 
will love you for it. 
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Mileposts 
SERVICE ANNIVERSARIES 

THIRTY-FIVE YEARS 

George D. Faulkner 
Alfred Lebel, Jr. 
Norman K. Dixon 

THIRTY YEARS 

Merle W. Curtis 

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS 

Merle R. Clark 
L. G. Currie 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

Edmund E. Dunham 
Liston F. Lewis 
Charles H. Russell 
Roy H. Russell 

FIFTEEN YEARS 
Merrill L. Bennett 
Wilbur R. ichols 
Phillip J. Porter 
Robert W. Robinson 

TWENTY YEARS 

Charles S. Burgess 
Herman E. Grant 
John S. Loftus 
Leroy H. Miles 
Burton A. Sawyer 
Francis J . Violette 

TEN YEARS 
Clark E. Crane 
James F. Dwyer 
George C. Frost 
Herbert J. Labbe 
Lamont C. Stanchfield 
James R. Wiseman 

HOT WEA TH ER Tl P 
know enough to take it easy when 

the weather gets hot. And my pal, the 

man from C.O.M.C.H., is just as smart. 

When he cuts cars in hot weather, he 

sends them rolling without much speed. 

Because he knows that heat softens the 

journal oil, and cars naturally roll faster 

and farther. 

He's a sharp one, this man from 

C.O.M.C.H. His motto is: Count On Me 

for Careful Handling. And I'm sure 

counting on him. 

P.S. That drink in my hand. 

It's lemonade. Rule G, you know. 

We are still offering this overnight bag at cost. However, due 
to an increase in manufacturer's prices, we are obliged to 
notify you of the new (but still low ) price of only $1.50 as of 
July 18, 1966. 

Engineering Department 

Miss Marilyn Burton, daughter of 
Burro Crane Operator and Mrs. John L. 
Burton of Oakfield, has finished her 
freshman year at Lee Academy, achiev
ing A grades at each ranking period. She 
was also the recipient of two merit 
awards, one for outstanding achievement 
in algebra and the other for perfect at
tendance for the year. 

Mrs. Eda Chambers, widow of pen
sioned trackman Guy B. Chambers, who 
has been at the Folsom Convalescent 
Home in Houlton for the past year, is 
now at her home in Oakfield. 

A/ 1 c Clyde L. Burton, son of Burro 
Crane Operator and Mrs. John L. Bur
ton of Oakfield, who has been stationed 
at Travis Air Force Base in California, 
is being transferred to McGuire Air 
Force Base, New J ersey. 

Our sympathy to the family of Mrs. 
Ruby I. Shields, who died at an Island 
Falls hospital June 3. She was a mem
ber of the Oakfield Universalist Church. 
Funeral services were held at the church 
J une 6, with the Rev. Robert Black offi
ciating. Signalman Leighton E. Shields 
of Millinocket, is a son. 

Gary C. Finnemore, son of Rail Re
pairman Helper and Mrs. Stanley Finne
more, of Bridgewater, has received an 
early promotion to Army pay grade Pri
vate E-2 on completion of basic combat 
training at Fort Dix, N. J. Finnemore 

BAR President W. Jerome Strout received a gold pass for 40 years of rai lroad 
service from Bangor Punta Alegre Sugar Corp. President W. Gordon Robertson last 
month. The presentation was made at a meeting of Bangor Punta at Northeast Har
bor. Strout _was born !n ~ilo and received his BS ~egree in civi l engineering from 
the University of Marne rn 1929. He became president of the railroad where he 
worked as a laborer when he was a student. He has been a special engineer super
intendent B _& B, c~ief enginee_r and mech'.1nical superintendent,. general m'anager
operations, vice pres1dent-operat10ns and maintenance, and executive vice president. 
He is married to the former Ethel Dow and has one son, Ronald. 

was awarded the promotion two months 
earlier than is customary because of his 
score in firing the M-14 rifle, high score 
on the physical combat proficiency test 
and his military bearing and leadership 
abilities. Finnemore entered the Army in 
February of this year. The 20-year old 
soldier was graduated from Bridgewater 
Classical Academy. Before entering the 
Army, he was employed by the W. H. 
Hinman Corp., Westbrook. 

Helen Dale (Ginger) Kinney, daugh
ter of Mechanic and Mrs. Austin S. Kin
ney of Houlton, has returned home fol
lowing surgery at the Shriners' Hospital 
for Crippled Children in Springfield, 
Mass. Ginger has been at the hospital 
for two months. This is the third time 
she has been a patient there, and has been 
greatly helped. She will enter Houlton 
High School in September as a freshman, 
along with her sister, Fauna. 

Section Foreman Walter J . Wardwell, Stockholm, retired June 3 after more than 
43 years with the railroad. Pictured with him is Chief Engineer V. J. Welch. Ward
well was 1 orn in Caribou and entered service as a track man in 1923. During WW 
1 he served in the U. S. Navy. He is married and has one son, Alton, also a Bangor 
and Aroostook employee. 

Mrs. Flora I. Powell, stenographer in 
the Engineering Office, Hou! ton, at
tended the graduation of her son, Byron, 
from Phillips Academy in Andover, Mas
sachusetts, on June 11. Byron has earned 
varsity letters in wrestling, crew and 
riflcry. He was Executive Officer of the 
Rifle Club and Rifle Association in his 
senior year. At the graduation exercises 
he was presented with the Winfield Sides 
award in mathematics for excellence in 
mechanical drawing. 

Josiah W. Powell, IV, eldest son of 
Mrs. Flora I. Powell, is working at Dart
mouth College in Hanover, New Hamp
shire during the summer months. Daniel 
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Congratulating Section Foreman Ellsworth E. Dyer, Presque Isle, on his i:etire
ment is Chief Engineer Vinal J. Welch. Dyer was born in Wade and entered railroad 
service in 1924 as a trackman. He later became a section foreman. Mr. and Mrs. 
Dyer make their home at 110 Chapman street, Presque Isle. 

Powell, the youngest son, is visiting rela
tives in Montgomery, Alabama. 

Charles L. McPherson, foreman Sec
tion 4 78 at Squa Pan, wishes to express 
his thanks to all friends for remembering 
him during his illness, through their gen
erous contributions, cards and flowers. 
These acts of kindness were greatly ap
preciated. 

Among sorority officers of the Psi 
Chapter of Beta Sigma Phi, installed the 
latter part of May, were Mrs. Carvell 
Hatfield, corresponding secretary, and 
Mrs. Rand Marsters, recording secretary. 
Mrs. Hatfield is the wife of Principal As
sistant Engineer Carvell Hatfield and 
Mrs. Marsters the wife of Assistant En
gineer B. A. Rand Marsters, both of 
Houlton. 

Trackman and Mrs. Charles W. Rus
sell of Linneus, are receiving congratula
tions on the birth of a daughter, Theresa 
Lynn, born June 24 at the Madigan 
Memorial Hospital in H oulton. 

The following in the Houlton-Oakfield 
area were on honor rolls from their re
spective schools during the final ranking 
period in I 966: 

Houlton High School 
Norman Swales, son of Manager of 

Operations and Mrs. P. H. Swales of 
Bangor; and Lawrence Veysey, son of 
Mechanic and Mrs. L. S. Veysey of 
Houlton. 

Houlton Junior High School 
Lois Veysey, daughter of Mechanic 

and Mrs. L. S. Veysey of Houlton; 
Wendy Beaulieu, daughter of Mechanic 
and Mrs. Frank Beaulieu of Houlton. 

Ricker Classical Institute 
Stephen Corey, son of Mr. and Mrs. 

W. E. Corey, Littleton. 
Oakfield Community High School 

Helper and Mrs. Virgil Dwyer of Oak
Peggy Dwyer, daughter of S. & C. 

field and her sister, Virgie Dwyer; Rod
ney Swallow, son of B. & B. Helper and 
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Mrs. A. M. Swallow of Oakfield; Ken
neth M. McDonald, son of Section Fore
man Archie McDonald of Smyrna Mills; 
Karen Boutilier, daughter of Trackman 
and Mrs. E, H, Boutilier of Oakfield. 

Oakfield Grades 
Patrice Drew, daughter of Foreman 

of Track Liner and Mrs. L. G. Drew of 
Oakfield; Ralph Dwyer, son of B. & B. 
Cook and Mrs. J. F. Dwyer of Oakfield; 
Judy Dwyer, daughter of S. & C. Help
er and Mrs. V. L. Dwyer of Oakfield; 
Deborah Clark, daughter of Trackman 
and Mrs. Norman Clark of Oakfield; 
Nancy Kennedy, daughter of Machine 
Operator and Mrs. E. E. Kennedy of 
Oakfield; and Carol Wilmot, daughter of 
Painter and Mrs. Clair 0. Wilmot of 
Oakfield. 

Trackman and M rs. Raymond Holmes 
of Portage, are announcing the engage
ment of their daughter, Beth Ann, to 
George Bell, son of Mr. and Mrs. Gar
land Bell of Buckfield. 

Miss Holmes is a 1963 graduate from 
Ashland Community High School and is 
a senior at Central Maine General Hos
pital School of Nursing, Lewiston. 
• Mr. Bell was graduated from Buckfield 

High School and is a seaman in the Coast 
Guard, stationed in Portland. A fall 
wedding is planned. 

Christopher Sprague, son of Director 
of Public Relations and Mrs. R. W. 
Sprague, Houlton, left June 19, to spend 
a month at Camp Bishopwood in Hope. 

Mrs. John Landers and children, Mi
chael, Marcia and Karen, of Conway, 
N. H., have been the guests of her par
ents, Leading Signalman and Mrs. J. L. 
Rowe at Ron Inn Cottage, Lakeview. 
Mrs. Gene Hussey, wife of Dr. Gene 
Hussey of Conway, N. H., has also been 
a guest of the Rowes at Lakeview. 

Norman P. Swales, son of Manager of 
Operations, Bangor, and Floyd Veysey, 
son of Mechanic and Mrs. Lawrence 

Veysey, of Houlton, were members of the 
1966 graduating class from Houlton 
High School. 

Mrs. Peter Thompson and son, John, 
of Augusta, Georgia, have been guests of 
her parents, Accountant and Mrs. K. W. 
Lovely in Houlton for a three-week va
cation. They have returned to Augusta 
where Mr. Thompson is stationed at 
Fort Gordon. 

Supt. Bridges and Buildings and Mrs. 
R. E. Trickey of Houlton, have returned 
from a trip to Staten Island, N. Y., where 
they visited Mr. and Mrs. I. F. Frida 
and family. They also visited Mr. and 
Mrs. Richard Bradt in Rochester, N. H. 
Mrs. Frida is the daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Trickey while Mrs. Bradt is Mr. 
Trickey's sister. 

Rodney W. Cole, son of PettiboAe Op
erator and Mrs. Harold G. Cole of West 
Seboois, was graduated with high honors 
from Stearns High School in Millinocket 
in June. He was a speaker at the com
mencement exercises. Rodney was also 
the recipient of a $50 U. S. Savings 
Bond presented by the Great Northern 
Paper Company in recognition of his 
outstanding work in the Vocational Shop 
course. 

Trackman and Mrs. Adrian Lapointe 
and family of Fort Fairfield, spent 
Memorial Day weekend with relatives in 
Vermont. 

Norman Swales, son of Manager of 
Operations and Mrs. P. H. Swales, has 
been accepted at Cornell University, 
Ithaca, N. Y. He will enter Cornell in 
September and will enroll in the electri
cal engineering course. 

Assistant Supt. of Track G. S. Duncan 
of Houlton attended the Accident Pre
vention Institute held in June at Colby 
College, Waterville. Mrs. Duncan and 
daughter, Bonnie, have returned from a 
visit with her mother, Mrs. Eva B. Mayer 
in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

Allen L. Cole, Jr., son of Oper. Weed 
Burner and Mrs. A. L. Cole of West Se-

Clarence L. McPherson, son of Sec
tion Foreman and Mrs. Charles L. Mc
Pherson of Masardis, will be graduated 
from a four-year Machinist Apprentice 
Program July 26 . He has taken his ap
prenticeship training at the UTD Corp. 
located in Athol, Mass. Clarence is a 
1961 graduate from Ashland Community 
High School and expects to enter the 
armed forces in August. 

.. 

J. E. Tilley, left, presents Austin Randall a purse of money from his fellow 
workers at Northern Maine Diesel Shop, on his retirement. Randall, an engine 
cleaner at Northern Maine Junction, retired to take his pension, June 29. Austin was 
born in Bradford Center, and attended Bradford Schools and Radio School in Wash
ington, D. C. Austin started work at Derby in 1950 as a car repairer . In 1952 he 
went to Northern Maine .Junction as a machinist helper. While at Northern Maine 
he worked as a laborer, a car repairer helper, and as an engine cleaner. Austin is 
married and has four children, Lawrence B. Randall, of Bangor, Marlin Willsey, 
Bangor, Malcolm N. and David, both of Bradford . 

boois, was graduated from Stearns High 
School, Millinocket, in June. He is pres
ently employed with the BAR at Mil
linocket. 

Ronald Miller, who is in the U. S. 
Navy will be home on leave July 21. He 
is the son of Section Foreman and Mrs. 
W. E. Miller of Caribou. 

Trackman and Mrs. Carl H. Bondeson 
of Perham, announce the engagement of 
their daughter, Alice Ann, to Wendell J. 
Ruth, son of Mr. and Mrs. Harry Ruth 
of Houlton. 

Miss Bondeson is a 1965 graduate from 
Washburn High School and is employed 
by Supreme Industries, East Granby 
Conn. Mr. Ruth is a graduate fro~ 
Houlton High School and the Hartford 
Plus School of Business. He has served 
three years with the U. S. Navy and is 
employed by the Holo Krome Corp., 
Hartford, Conn. An October wedding is 
planned. 

Marine Private Arnold R. Ewings, son 
of Trackman and Mrs. Lester A. Ewings 
of Smyrna Mills, has completed Marine 
recruit training at the Marine CMps 
Recruit Depot at Parris Island, S. C. 
During the eight weeks of intensified re
cruit training he learned small arms 
marksmanship, bayonet fighting, and 
methods of self-protection. Instruction 
was _g:iven in military drill , history and 
traditions of the Marine Corps, and oth
er academic subjects. He is one of the 
members who will undergo four weeks of 
individual combat training and four 
weeks of basic specialist training in the 
military occupational field before being 
assigned to a permanent unit . 

Derrill J. Cowing, son of Trackman 
and Mrs. Shirley E. Cowing, of La
grange, was on the dean's list for the 
spring semester at the University of 
Maine. He has completed his second year 
at U. of M. and is majoring in Civil 
Engineering. He was graduated from Old 
Town High School in 1964 with high 
honors. He is employed this summer as 
an engineering aide by the State of 
Maine. His sister, Christine, is an honor 
~tudent at Old T own High School, hav
ing recently completed her junior year. 
In April she was made a member of the 
National Honor Society of which her 
older brother is a charter member. She 

will be employed this summer as a teach
er aide on "Operation Headstart" in 
School Union 90 at Milford. A younger, 
brother, Kenneth, has completed his 
fres~man year at Old Town, maintaining 
a high B average. He is a carrier for the 
Bangor Daily News and does odd jobs 
through the summer. 

Recent visitors at the Cowing home 
were Mr. and Mrs. Duane Nikodym and 
three children of Rapid City, South Da
kota. Mrs. Nikodym (Patricia) is a sister 
of Mrs. Cowing and both are daughters 
of the late Roy C. Ames, a retired sec
tion foreman. 

Mr. and Mrs. Vaughn G. Putnam 

Miss Mary Ellen McCue, daughter of 
Rodman and Mrs. Clayton McCue of 
Houlton, became the bride of Vaughn 
G. Putnam, son of Mr. and Mrs. Philip 
Putnam of Cary, July 2 at St. Mary's 
Church in Houlton. The R ev. Antonio 
Amato officiated at the double ring ser-

vice. Mrs. Forrest Barnes was the solo
ist, accompanied by Mrs. Leo Downie. 

The bride, given in marriage by her 
father, wore a floor length empire sheath 
of brocaded satin with matching train. 
Her shoulder length veil fell from a head
dress of pearls and lace. She carried a 
cascade of pink sweetheart roses and 
baby's breath. Mrs. Murray Varney, Jr., 
sister of the bride, was maid of honor. 
Bridesmaids were Miss Linda Graham, 
Miss Cheryl Putnam and Miss Kathy 
McCue. Miss Julie Putnam was the flow
er girl. Leigh Putnam was best man and 
ushers were Gene Putnam and Murray 
Varney, Jr. 

A reception was held at St. Anthony's 
Hall following the ceremony. The guest 
book was circulated by Mrs. Linwood 
Jackson and Mrs. Lawrence Ward. Mrs. 
Leigh Putnam presided at the gift table. 
Mrs. Willard Miller served the wedding 
cake and Mr. and Mrs. Alex Gombita 
were in charge of the punch bowl. Also 
assisting in serving were Miss Susan Jack
son and Miss Kathy McCue. 

The bride was graduated from Houlton 
High School and attended Aroostook 
State College in Presque Isle. She is now 
employed at the Houlton Trust Com
pany. 

The bridegroom was graduated from 
Aroostook State College and will teach 
at Houlton Junior High School when 
schools open. For their wedding trip the 
bride chose an aqua dress and wore a 
corsage of pink and white sweetheart 
roses. 

The couple will reside at 19 Franklin 
Street, Hou! ton. 

Mechanical Department 

. Chief Mechanical Officer V. L. Ladd, 
nght, congratulates Foreman S. S. Davis, 
Searsport, on his retirement and presents 
him with a purse of mone/ Sherman re
tired June 29, after almost 44 years ser
vice with the Bangor and Aroostook. He 
started work as a car repairer helper at 
Derby, July 25, 1922, and since that time 
has ~eld posi~ions of acetylene cutter, car 
repairer, car inspector, sheet metal work
er, carpenter, air brake repairer and car
man gang-leader. In 1944 he went to 
Searsport as a car inspector and became 
foreman in 1946. He attended Derby 
Grammar School, East Eddington Gram
mar and Br~~er High School. From High 
School he Joined the Navy and on his 
discharge, went with Bangor and Aroos
took. In October of 1942 to April 1943 
he served with the U. S. Army, and then 
back to work for the Bangor and Aroos
took. 
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Sherman is married and has three chil
dren, Francis E. of H ermon, and Rhonda 
L. and S. Sherman, Jr., of Belfast. 

The many friends of George W. Black 
were sorry to hear of his death recently. 
George was a Car R epairer H elper and 
had been retired since March 31, 1954. 
Our sympathy to all of the family. 

Carpenter and Mrs. C. W. Clark of 
D erby are announcing the marriage 
of their daughter, Hedda Louise, to Seth 
M. Gamage, son of Mr. and Mrs. Eliot 
Gamage, of Mexico, Maine. . . 

Miss Clark is a graduate of M ilo High 
School and attended the University of 
Maine' and Aroostook State Teachers' 
College. 

Mr. Gamage is a graduate of Mexico 
High School and is stationed -:tt Charles
ton Air Base. They were married July 9. 

Edward Degerstrom, son of diesel ma
chinist and Mrs. Theodore Degerstrom 
has enlisted in the United States Air 
F orce . H e is taking his basic training at 
Lackland Air Force Base, Texas. The 
D egerstroms have two other sons cur
rently serving in the Air Force. A l / c 
Theodore Degerstrom is an administra
tion specialist, stationed at Hickam Field, 
Hawaii. A 3 / c Donald Degerstrom, a 
flight control spe<:;ial\st, is stationed at 
Kinchelae AFB, M1ch1gan. 

Car Repairer L. J. Robichaud, Derby, 
retired to take his pension June 30 th. 
Levi started work July 19, 192 2 as a car 
repairer helper and on July 21, 1922, 
was made a ca; repairer. He has worked 
in that capacity since except for brief 
intervals when he worked as a carpenter, 
temporary freight car foreman, and in
spector of new cars. 

He was born in St. Charles, New 
Brunswick, Canada. Prior to coming to 
Derby he lived in Old T own and worked 
for the Old T own Canoe Company. H e 
has three children, Thomas, Armed Ser
vices· Corinne, Attleboro, Mass.; and 
Rob;rt of Newport, Maine. 

"THE BAND A DIAMOND JUBILEE" 

'Twas a gala day in D erby, Maine, 
When the people flocked o t see 
The B and A RR wonder train, 
'Twas their Diamond Jubilee. 

School busses from all cen tral Maine 
Were parked on Derby Streets, 
Plumb full of happy school kids 
There were no empty seats. 

Some too young to understand 
What the train was all about; 
They didn't know and didn't care, 
For them their school was out. 

Retired friends and families 
Met on the right of way, 
And everyone seemed happy 
In Derby, Maine. that day. 

The Train that they had come to see 
Was 18 car lengths long, 
And the people going in and out 
Were some three thousands strong. 

Along the Track many old friends met 
And talked of days gone by-
How times had changed o'er the years 
And how the years could fly . 

Business men and workers 
All mingled with the crowd, 
As B and A men in overalls 
Guided them so proud. 
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Engineer Remi Albert, Van Buren, retired May 31 after nearly 46 ye~rs of ser
vice. He was born in Madawaska and attended local schools and St. Mary s Co.liege. 
His first railroad job was as a trackman ; he 1-:tter became a fireman and engu;ieer. 
Congratulating him is Supt. H. P. Lee as Trammasters F. D. Larlee, L. S. Milton 
and Assist. Supt. R. P. Groves watch. 

Little boys with freckled faces, 
Girls with ribbons in their hair, 
Plumbers, Salesmen and Banker.s 
All flocked to see it there. 

Teachers, housewives and widows 
Came from towns of Central Maine, 
And lined the tracks and right of way 
To see this wonder train. 

And all of them who saw it 
Not one can but confess 
The display train of the B and A 
Was a mighty big success. 

Charles T. O'Connell, 24, son of Bus 
Operator and Mrs. Pat O'Connell, Brew
er was graduated from the University of 
M'aine with a BA degree in history and 
Government in June. He is attending an 
NDEA Foreign Language Institute at 
the University this summer and will teach 
in the fall. 

So hats off to the B and A Railroad 
That has much to offer and give; 
Dear to the hearts of Maine people, 
Long may it flourish and live. 

E . L. McSorley 
Trackmobile Operator 
Derby 

Purchases and Stores 

H. W. Hamlin, shipping clerk, has 
been a patient at the Millinocket Com
munity Hospital, Millinocket, Maine. 

Our sympathy to Burro Crane Opera
tor J. W. McIntyre, on the death of his 
brother. 

John L. O'Connell, 20, a second son of 
Bus Operator and Mrs. Patrick O'Con
nell, was graduated from Husson College 
in June. He completed the two-year 
course in business administration and 
plans to enter the U. S. Navy this fall. 

Miss Cheryl Bell 

Cheryl Bell, daughter of Manager of 
Purchases and Stores and Mrs. H. F. Bell, 
is a June graduate of Milo High School, 
Milo, Maine. While in high schuol Cheryl 
participated in Cheerleading, The Future 
H omemakers of America, the Beacon 
Staff, and the Chorus. She was also in 
the Order of Rainbow for girls. This fall 
she plans to attend the D 'Lor Beauty 
School in Brewer, Maine. 

Alan L. Lewis, son of Assistant Mana
ger of Pu rchases and Stores and Mrs. L. 
F. Lewis is a June graduate of Brown
ville Junction High School. Alan is a 
member of the National Honor Society, 
French Club, and the Future Teachers of 
America. He plans to enter the Univer
sity of Maine in Orono this fall. 

Panel Clerk S. C. Genthner, Jr., and 
his family have returned from a vacation 
in New Hampshire. 

Michael P. O'Connell, 18, another son 
of Bus Operator and Mrs. Patrick O'Con
nell, was graduated from John Bapst 
Regional High School in June. He plans 
to attend teachers college in the fall. 

Order Clerk G. L. Dow has returned 
from a trip to Quebec. 

Storekeeper W. S. Chase spent a two 
week vacation in Bar Harbor, Maine. He 
was accompanied by Mrs. Chase and 
their son, Walter, Jr. 

Laborer and Mrs. W. T. Bohan have 
returned home after a vacation in Flor
ida. 

Stores Department Printer and Mrs. 
G. C. Crabtree have returned home from 
a vacation in California. They were ac
companied on their trip by Mr. and Mrs. 
Arno Ellis of Bangor. While in California 
they visited Mrs. Crabtree's brother in 
San Pablo, California. They also visited 
San Francisco, Disneyland, Knockberry 
Farm, and Mirror Forest. They went to 
California the northern route and re
turned home the southern route. On the 
way home they visited Yellowstone Na
tional Park and Mount Rushmore. 

Accounting Department 

Alice Titus, key punch operator, is a 
patient at St. J oseph H ospi tal in Bangor. 
We wish her a quick recovery and return 
to work. She would appreciate cards from 
her friends. Carmen Colford is filling in 
during Alice's absence. 

Miss Lorraine Ann Breton, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Adolphe Breton of Lewis
ton, and Machine Operator Stanley W. 
Weston were married June 11, at H oly 
Cross Church in Lewiston. On their wed
ding trip, the couple traveled to Prince 
Edward Island and other Canadian 
points. 

Tabulating Supervisor Robert E. Clu
key took 4th net honors out of 124 en
tries in the Paul Bunyan Golf T ourna
ment which was held on June 17, 18 and 
19 at the P. V. C. C., Pinewood and 
Bangor Municipal courses. 

Tabulating Supervisor Robert E. Clu
key and Machine Operator Richard 
Gould have completed a two-month class
room study course on programing the 
IBM 360, Model 20, computer. This was 
a follow-up to the completion of the 
Basic Computer Principles Course. 

Paul Foster, bills collectible clerk, re
ceived his certificate from A. W. Par
lee after completing the National Safety 
Council's Driver Improvemen t Course. 

Friends of retired Special Asst. to the 
General Auditor, Gordon R. White, of 
St. Petersburg, Florida are glad to wel
come him back to Bangor for the sum
mer. 

Gene Rice, chief clerk in the Ticket 
Audit Section will be assuming the duties 
of Traveling Auditor on the retirement 
of Earle Dow. Miriam Rounds in the 
Ticket Audit Section has been transferred 
into the Freight Audit Section. 

Valuation Accountant John C. Burrill, 
Jr., and family, have purchased a cottage 
at Hart Pond. 

Roland Faunce, Jr., has been assigned 
to the new position of Bus Accounts 
Clerk in the Freight Audit Section. 

Paul McTigue has been assigned to 
the position of Abstract Machine Opera
tor vacated by Mr. Faunce. Paul is a 
graduate of Bangor High School and 
was released from active duty with the 
United States Navy in January 1966. He 
has been employed part-time with Bangor 

Punta Operations prior to his new assign
ment. Paul lives with his parents at 39 
Yale Street, Bangor. 

Bruce W. Shaw, son of Clerk and Mrs. 
Ward Shaw, was a June graduate at Ban
gor High School and will resume his 
studies at the University of Maine in the 
fall. He was on the honor roll for the 
spring term. 

Clerk Terry Fahey and family have 
just returned from their vacation at 
Greenville. T erry reported good fishing 
and a nice time. 

Rate and Division Clerk James R. 
Wiseman traveled to Kansas City, Mis
souri during his vacation to visit with 
his family and friends. 

Treasurer and General Auditor and 
Mrs. Roy D. Plumh,y attended the An
nual Meeting of the AAR Accounting 
Division in Washington, D. C., on May 
30-31 -June 1. They were accompanied 
by their granddaughter, Irene Mooney, 
of Patten. 

Friends of Asst. Treasurer Lewis B. 
Neal extend sympathy to him and his 
family on the loss of his brother, Harvey, 
who died in Millinocket on July 2 after 
a long illness. 

Transportation Department 

Gaynor M. Littlefield, daughter of As
sistant Manager Car Service and Mrs. 
Linwood Littlefield of H ermon, was grad
uated from Burdett College, Boston, at 
exercises held on June 10, at J ohn Han
cock H all. Miss Littlefield, a graduate 
of H ermon High School, was an ad
vanced secretarial major in the school 
of secretarial science. She is now em
ployed by the railroad as a reception ist at 
the General Offices in Bangor 

Sgt. George R. Morrill, son of Con
ductor and Mrs. Ira J. Morrill, Milo, has 
been promoted to the rank of staff ser~ 
geant. Sgt. Morrill is a military police
man stationed at Fort Devens in Massa
chusetts. 

Agent Harold Labbe, Mars Hill, spent 
the week of June 12-18 on a fishin g trip 
on the St. John River. Accompanying 
him were railroaders Charles Johnson, 
and Norman Dixon. Gerald Jones, Alon
zo Jones, Harry Lake, Sylvanus Pierce, 
Les Taylor, Frank Mahan, Herschel 
Smith, Dwight Smith and Ed Sylvester, 
all of Mars Hill , and Robert Linders, Ha
worth, N. ]., also went on the trip. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Kelley and son, 
Brian, daughter and son-in-law of Agent 
and Mrs. Harold Labbe, Mars Hill , spent 
their vacation with the Labbes at Eagle 
Lake. The Kelleys live at Palisade Park, 
New Jersey. 

Agent and Mrs. Hercules Levesque, 
Frenchville, spent one week of vacation 
the first of July in Massachusetts and 
New Hampshire. They were met there 
by Mr. and Mrs. Gerard Levesque, New 
Britain, Conn., and Sgt. and Mrs. Claude 
Levesque, Fort Dix, N . J. 

Philip G. Levesque, son of Agent and 
Mrs. Hercules Levesque, Frenchville, has 
enlisted in the U. S. Army and is sta
tioned at Fort Dix, N. J. He is a 1966 
graduate of Madawaska High School. His 
brother, Robert, is now serving in the 
U. S. Navy with the 7th fleet in the 
South China Sea area. 
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of the Bangor and Aroos

took Railroad are extreme

ly gratified by the widespread interest shown in our 75th 

Anniversary Special Exhibition Train. Thousands and 

thousands of men, women and children in eastern and 

northern Maine took the opportunity to become better 

acquainted with the railroad, its equipment, services and 

history. 

To these many friends of the Bangor and Aroostook, 

mindful of your sincere interest and hearty participation 

in our Anniversary Celebration, we say 

From the vantage point of our 75th Anniversary, we 

look backwards with pride. As we look ahead with con

fidence, we are Ready, Willing and Able for another 

7 5 years of se,~e. , 


