


Diamond Jubilee Special Draws Thousands

Cecil E. Garcelon, supervisor of the Diamond 
Jubilee Special, and Herschel P. Lee, general 
chairman of the Exhibition Train Committee, 
hold the special Milepost 75 Flag the train will 
carry on its 17-day tour through Bangor and 
Aroostook country.

The Bangor and Aroostook’s Dia­
mond Jubilee Special, the exhibition 
train now touring the system, is the 
mainstay of the railroad’s 75th an­
niversary observance. It was con­
ceived for the youngsters of north­
ern Maine in the belief that the rail­
road has an obligation to make 
them understand that a strong rail­
road system is as much a part of 
their heritage as schools, highways 
and governmental obligations. The 
difference, of course, is that rail­
roads are not supported by tax dol­
lars.

Some 12,000 school children will 
help the railroad celebrate its birth­
day by visiting the Jubilee Special 
when it stops in their community. 
One of the road s new GP 38 loco­
motives will pull the 18-car special. 
I he rolling stock will include repre­
sentative pieces of every type of car 
that the railroad uses, several of 
which have been developed by the 
Bangor and Aroostook for its own 
special uses.

At the open house points— Nor­
thern Maine Junction, Derby, Houl­
ton and Presque Isle— the children 
have an opportunity to see such 
things as heavy roadway mainte­
nance equipment in operation, the 
machinery of the diesel shops, car 
shops and machine shops and the 
working of the marketing organiza­
tion.

The show stealer of the Jubilee 
Special, at least for the kids, is the 
museum car adapted from one of 
the new boxcars and filled with 
hundreds of artifacts from the 
road’s 75 year history. The exhibits 
in the car have been gathered from 
odd corners and garrets on the rail­
road's property, but many more 
have come in response to appeals to 
employees and friends of the rail­
road.
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This working model of a 
250 class Bangor and Aroos­
took steam locomotive was 
built by George Roy of Fort 
Kent and required 5000 
hours of pains-taking labor. 
Built to a scale of one inch 
to the foot, the locomotive 
burns coal, has a reverse 
gear, and water pump to fill 
the boiler. It also has work­
ing couplings.

There are such exotic items as a 
Bangor and Piscataquis rock chisel, 
kerosene brakemen’s lanterns, passes 
issued to former presidents, ticket 
punches and uniforms, among hun­
dreds of other items.

The item that has drawn the 
most interest from the youngsters 
has, predictably, been a 65/2-foot 
working model of a 250 class 
Bangor and Aroostook steam loco­
motive. This remarkable replica was 
built by George Roy of Fort Kent 
and required more than 5000 hours 
of Mr. Roy’s time. It’s strictly au­
thentic with all parts built to a scale 
of 1 inch to the foot. Parts that 
couldn’t be machined or filed out of 
steel or brass were cast to Mr. Roy’s 
specifications. The boiler carries a 
pressure of 100 pounds and the fire­
box uses soft coal in the best rail­
road tradition. The locomotive even 
incorporates a reverse gear and 
couplers that are faithful duplicates 
of the originals.

Built into one end of the car is a 
duplicate of a turn-of-the-century 
railroad station complete even to 
the tobacco box on the sounder to 
amplify the wire and to the rolltop 
desk. The only detail missing is a 
bespectacled gentleman in a green 
eyeshade and celluloid collar. The 
men who worked on the museum 
car insist that if you concentrate 
you can hear the click of the wire 
and the mournful hoot of a steamer 
in the distance.

On the opposite end of the car is 
a large-scale profile of a steam loco­
motive that has been mounted in 
such a fashion that it appears to be 
bursting through the end of the car. 
It is equipped with standard marker 
lamps and headlamps against a dark 
background. It’s first effect on visi­
tors is startling.

Small items of historical interest 
that have been loaned are exhibited 
in glass cases. A ’pede, well-known, 
three-wheeled hand car of 40 years 
ago, has been resurrected and may 
well bring a wave of nostalgia to a 
generation of railroaders who con­
sidered it only a little better than 
walking.

Besides the exhibition car, the 
Jubilee Special includes a Maine 
Products display car in which the 
wares manufactured in northern 
Maine have been exhibited. The 
display car was added on advice of 
educators who said that it would be 
valuable to the teachers and stu­
dents who study such matters in the 
classroom.

The response from schools along 
the route of the Special has amazed 
the railroaders who planned the 
tour. There was a very good reason 
to key the tour to young people; 
since the automobile supplanted the 
railroad as a prime mover of people, 
the railroad has lost a valuable con­
tact with the public, particularly the 
young. The Special demonstrates 
the vitality of the Bangor and 
Aroostook. It serves notice that here 
is an institution that intends to re­
main sound enough to celebrate an­
other 75 years. But few guessed at 
the interest shown by both young 
and adult visitors.

It was difficult to work on the 
project and not be caught up in the 
current of enthusiasm and it 
brought home the realization to rail­
road people that Milepost 75 was a 
meaningful achievement.

What had started out to be a 
birthday gift to the youngsters of 
northern Maine has been a resound­
ing vote of confidence to Aroos­
took’s railroad.

Other features of the mu­
seum car include display cases 
filled with Bangor and Aroos­
took artifacts, historic photo­
graphic murals and a profile of 
a steam locomotive that fills 
one end of the car. Realistic 
sound effects provide authentic 
background for the model.
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Corenco salesman Glen Hitchcock, above, is pictured 
before one of the company’s new bulk distribution fa­
cilities at Mars Hill. At right, bulk fertilizer bodies for 
customers of Agrico form a symbolic background for 
Salesman Don Jamieson. His company has built the first 
fertilizer blending plant in Aroostook.

ers. The Extension Service estimates 
savings of from $3.35 to $3.75 a ton. 
Most fertilizer companies will rent 
or sell on an installment plan basis 
equipment to handle the bulk fer­
tilizer. This is usually a hopper body 
with auger feed and discharge sys­
tem. Each company varies slightly 
in the plan and equipment it uses, 
but each makes it easy for cus­
tomers to use bulk fertilizers.

Opinion on just how far and how 
quickly bulk distribution will go 
ranges from 10% this year to 25%. 
The Aroostook Federation of Far­
mers, the acknowledged giant 
among local distributors, with about 
one-third of the Aroostook fertilizer 
market, expects that it will not 
handle more than 10% of its sales in 
bulk this year.

Philip Turner of Federation 
points out that the coop’s average 
customers grow 50 acres. There are 
advantages for smaller growers but 
they will probably not be among the 
first to use bulk. He feels the bulk 
sales might go to 30% next year. 
The maximum potential, he believes 
could be about 50% of the output.

“ We are hoping that our cus­
tomers will take advantage of the 
early discount and fall delivery in 
buying bulk fertilizer,”  Turner ex­
plains. “ With the upsurge in new 
potato storage construction there 
will be a good many storage units 
that would be suitable for storing 
bulk fertilizer.”

Federation, like most of the 
Aroostook fertilizer companies, has 
had several years’ experience with 
bulk sales and has invested about 
$40,000 in facilities to service bulk 
customers.

Paul LeBlanc, of Shurgain in 
Presque Isle, said that his firm 
handled 3%  of its 1965 tonnage by 
bulk and believes that between 25 
and 30%< of the 1966 movement will 
be bulk. The company has been 
working on bulk methods for three 
years and is presently looking into 
the possibility of establishing more 
bulk facilities.

W. R. Edgecomb, of Corenco, 
says that 1966 will be the company’s 
first big year in bulk fertilizer. Co­
renco has built warehouses at Island 
Falls and Mars Hill to handle bulk 
and has converted facilities at Cari­
bou, Houlton and Presque Isle. No 
bagged material will be handled at 
the new facilities.

“ We’re looking for volume,” he 
emphasizes, “ When we have volume 
we’ ll be able to realize significant 
savings by bulk handling. Bulk dis­
tribution is a big thing in other ag­
ricultural areas, but it’s just catch­
ing on in Aroostook.

Agway, with bulk facilities at 
Houlton, Caribou and Keegan, ex­
pects to do a volume bulk business 
this year. Their bulk depots are 
push-button operations and eventu­
ally Bouchard of Agway says that 
the company expects to have five or

six depots in Aroostook County. 
Bouchard said that his company ex­
pects to dispense about 15% of its 
1966 tonnage by bulk.

“ I think the grower must have 
storage on his farm to take advan­
tage of the full potential savings of 
bulk,”  he says. “ The savings are im­
portant to the people who use bulk, 
of course, but eventually it comes 
down to the labor factor.”

2 0 %  OF AGRICO GOES BULK
Agrico estimates that 20% of its 

tonnage will be sold in bulk this 
year. Don Jamieson said that his 
company has installed the first 
blender in Maine for the mixing of 
different formulas from basic bulk 
components. The different formulas 
are normally combined chemically. 
The physical blending of compo­
nents, he says, will make for in­
creased efficiency particularly in 
handling fertilizer in bulk. The new 
facility represents an investment of 
$35,000.

Like most companies, Agrico will 
either lease or sell their bodies out­
right. Business is so brisk, Jamieson 
reports, that he could use 10 more 
bulk bodies. He believes that his 
company will eventually handle 
75% of their tonnage in bulk.

“ I think the big advantage in 
bulk is the convenience,”  he says. 
“ Last year we know of farm women 
and older men who were working 
on the planters and driving the bulk
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Agway has built sophisti­
cated bulk facilities at Houlton, 
Caribou and Keegan. Salesman 
Bernard Bouchard of Agway, 
pictured by the new Houlton 
facility, says that the new 
plants are bushbutton opera­
tions. Dr. Philip Turner, Fed­
eration, is pictured at the 
coop’s new bulk facilities at 
Fort Kent. The acknowledged 
giant among Aroostook Fer­
tilizer companies, Federation 
expects bulk to account for as 
much as 30% of their sales 
next year.

fertilizer trucks. This just wouldn’t 
have been possible with bagged fer­
tilizer because of the physical labor 
involved.”

There are still a good many un­
answered questions about bulk fer­
tilizer. All the companies committed 
to bulk admit that the business is in 
a transitional state. No one has any 
exact answers on savings, or which 
type of equipment will be right. 
What is very evident at this point 
is that bulk fertilizer has some very 
real advantages to growers who are 
feeling the pinch of a labor short­
age, and those who must mechanize 
for efficiency. It is also evident that 
growers are embracing bulk fer- 
tlizer in really significant numbers 
this year.

The fertilizer people raise some 
interesting possibilities on the future 
of their industry. For example, how 
far are Aroostook growers away 
from slurry fertilizer. Or will fer­
tilizer soon be delivered in much the 
same way that fuel oil is now.

Every company queried, except 
the ones whose business is entirely 
rail, has indicated that bulk han­
dling means an all rail movement. 
Increased rail traffic in fertilizer has 
double implications for the Bangor 
and Aroostook; it means a potential 
increase of as much as 30% in the 
traffic. And, equally important, it 
will mean the highway competition 
will probably lose part of what has 
been a comfortable back haul for 
trucks operating out of Aroostook 
County.
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The Quiet Revolution

Worker with a power 
scoop unloads fertilizer ma­
terial at Aroostook Federa­
tion of Farmers manufactur­
ing plant at Fort Kent. Fed­
eration does not expect its 
bulk sales to exceed 10% 
this year, although the trend 
to bulk is unmistakable.

There’s a quiet revolution taking 
place in Aroostook County. It won’t 
be headlined in tomorrow’s paper. 
And there won’t be any fanfare. But 
it’s effect will touch the lives of ev­
ery potato grower and it portends 
significant changes in the Bangor 
and Aroostook’s traffic pattern.

The great change is nothing more 
dramatic than the method of han­
dling and selling chemical fertilizers, 
an ingredient that, combined with 
Aroostook’s “ Caribou loam” , pro­
duces heavy yields of the finest po­
tatoes grown anywhere. Tradition­
ally, fertilizer is sold by the bag to 
farmers who manhandle the con­
tainers from storage to the mechani­
cal planters in the field. But there is 
now a vigorous trend toward the 
bulk sales and handling of the fer­
tilizer. There are savings to be had 
as well as the elimination of the 
time-consuming physical labor in­
volved in re-handling. The result 
points to a significant trend toward 
rail movement of that commodity.

CLOUDS OF CHANGE

The clouds of change have been 
gathering for at least four years. 
Farmers have been faced with a 
growing shortage of farm labor. 
Fewer and fewer young people were 
willing to forego high wages and 
short hours of industrial jobs for the 
hard physical labor and the lower 
wages of farm labor. The labor mar­
ket has become more competitive 
each year with the best people going 
to the growers who have mecha­
nized and have taken at least some 
of the backache out of farming by 
labor-saving devices. The potato 
harvester, the four-row planter and 
bulk potato handling equipment 
have been the result of the scarcity 
and high cost of farm labor. Bulk 
sales and handling of fertilizer is 
probably the next step in the pro­
cess of change. It means the elim­

ination of manpower in another 
area of potato production.

Jim Robinson, area potato spe­
cialist of the Extension Service, 
thinks the sweeping changes taking 
place are as significant as agricul­
tural milestones as was the change 
from horses to tractors.

“ There are predictions from au­
thorities,”  he explains, “ that 75% of 
the Aroostook crop will be har­
vested by machinery by 1970. It’s 
not unreasonable to think that fer­
tilizer will be 75% bulk by that 
time, because the two go hand-in­
hand. Bulk fertilizer is a natural for 
the grower w ho has a harvester.”

As Charles Kittridge, agricultural 
engineer for the Extension Services, 
explains there isn't any single reason 
why bulk distribution of fertilizer is 
suddenly a reality. It is. he says, a 
combination of factors including a 
couple of good potato years with 
necessary money for capital invest­
ment, the scarcity of labor, the har­
vester and the four-row planter.

Perhaps the single development 
which has contributed most to the 
blossoming of the bulk fertilizer con­
cept at this particular time is the 
potato harvester. The 1965 harvest 
saw harvesters in unprecedented 
numbers in Aroostook fields as a re­
sult of both a labor shortage and a 
good potato price from the previous 
year. The bulk truck bodies that are 
used to handle bulk potatoes are a 
natural for conversion to bulk fer­
tilizer handling. By a moderate ex­
penditure, a grower has a piece of 
labor saving equipment that he can 
use for planting in the spring and 
harvest in the fall.

The growing trend toward four- 
row planters has also been an im­
portant factor. Without a mechani­
cal means of filling them with fer­
tilizer much of the efficiency of the 
four-row planter is lost.

There are significant savings in­
volved, too, in buying bulk fertiliz-

A railcar of truck bodies to handle bulk fertilizer is unloaded at 
Presque Isle. Below, Rood storaRe qualities of bulk fertilizer under 
proper conditions are evident from the bin at Federation in Fort Kent.

International Fertilizer Co. was one of the leaders in experiment- 
inR with bulk fertilizer. The bulk distribution facility pictured below 
was erected near the potato house of the company’s aRent, Donald 
HaRan, in Houlton last year.
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To My Fellow Employees,

It is particularly appropriate, I 
think, that we are climaxing our 
75th anniversary year in June, for it 
is the month when thousands of our 
young people leave the shelter of 
school and take that first important 
step toward choosing a career.

There is a message for them in all 
the talent and effort that has gone 
into our anniversary. It says, quite 
plainly, that here is an institution 
that’s proud of where it has been 
and has a sense of destiny about 
where it is going.

Elsewhere in this issue you will 
read of impending changes in our 
fertilizer traffic. The changes are 
significant because of the trend 
toward increased rail shipment. 
This is a trend that we would not 
have been able to tell the new grad­
uate about only a few years ago.

J i Ove/t

And there are other healthy signs 
on the horizon. The beet sugar in­
dustry is off the ground; it promises 
a healthy addition to our traffic pic­
ture. Certainly, food processing in 
Aroostook has not reached its full 
potential. And there are solid 
growth prospects ahead in construc­
tion, projects that will require the 
strength of rail transportation.

The graduate looking for his life’s 
work could also read in this issue of 
the yearly safety awards. And he 
might think it significant that this 
is a company that’s as concerned 
with its human resources as with its 
balance sheet. If it were possible to 
talk with him I would tell him that 
one is as important as the other, 
that good people constitute most of 
the wealth of a company.

In order to fulfill our obligations 
to the northern Maine community 
and to ourselves, we must attract 
bright young people who will grow 
with us and keep us strong. But we 
no longer have such direct contacts 
with this segment of the community 
as we once did. Our contact is 
largely with the business com­
munity. The railroad station is no

longer the hub it was before the 
automobile supplanted the railroad 
as a prime mover of people. And, 
long before this came about, space 
and aircraft had occupied the glam­
our niche held by the railroad two 
generations ago.

So the opportunity to communi­
cate with the young people of the 
community within the framework of 
the 75th observance is important to 
us. I believe we have demonstrated 
to these young people in the past 
six months that not only has the 
railroad deep roots in the com­
munity, but that it will continue to 
be a vital force in the economy.

Those of us within the family 
well know that we have not solved 
all our problems. And we know, too, 
that it is never easy to be the best. 
But we know that we have the re­
sources and the will to do it and you 
can feel proud for your efforts to­
ward Milepost 75.

Sincerely,

V. J. Welch

birthday in 1923. After the usual 
moving around on the road’s North­
ern Division, he became a dispatch­
er in Houlton in 1927. He was made 
chief dispatcher in 1948, trainmas­
ter in 1949 and assistant superin­
tendent of transportation in 1955. 
He became manager of operations 
in 1956. His responsibility includes 
labor relations and transportation 
as well as day by day maintenance 
responsibility for maintenance of 
way, maintenance of equipment, 
purchases and stores, and car ser­
vice.

Swales, who will make his head­
quarters in Bangor following Duffy’s 
retirement, was born in St. Peters- 

(Continued on page 25)

Harold C. Duffy, will retire as 
manager of operations of the Ban­
gor and Aroostook June 30. He has 
42 years of service. W. Jerome 
Strout, has named Palmer H. 
Swales, 39, of Houlton, to succeed 
him. Swales is presently chief engin­
eer. Strout named Vinal J. Welch 
to succeed Swales as chief engineer 
and Carvell G. Hatfield as princi­
pal assistant engineer.

Duffy, 64, was born in Boiestown, 
N. B. and educated in schools there. 
As a boy, he was taught telegraphy 
by the agent at the local Canadian 
National station in return for per­
forming chores around the station. 
When he was 20, he was made a 
relief operator for the Canadian Na­
tional on the Campbellton Division. 
He became a Bangor and Aroostook 
operator at Oakfield on his 21st.

P. H. Swales

H. C. Duffy

The Bangor and Aroostook re­
ported 1965 pre-tax net income of 
$898,631 at the annual meeting of 
stockholders April 15. President W. 
Jerome Strout predicted 1966 earn­
ings would approach “ substantially 
the same levels as 1965.”

Following the stockholder’s meet­
ing the road’s board of directors met 
and re-elected four directors for 
three year terms. They were: David 
D. Daigle, Fort Kent; Fred L. Put­
nam, Houlton; W. Jerome Strout, 
Bangor; and Harry E. Umphrey, 
Washburn. The board also appoint­
ed W. Gordon Robertson as chair­
man, W. Jerome Strout as presi­
dent, R. D. Plumley as treasurer 
and general auditor and W. M. 
Houston as clerk.
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Diamond Jubilee Special Draws Thousands

Cecil E. Garcelon, supervisor of the Diamond 
Jubilee Special, and Herschel P. Lee, general 
chairman of the Exhibition Train Committee, 
hold the special Milepost 75 Flag the train will 
carry on its 17-day tour through Bangor and 
Aroostook country.

The Bangor and Aroostook’s Dia­
mond Jubilee Special, the exhibition 
train now touring the system, is the 
mainstay of the railroad’s 75th an­
niversary observance. It was con­
ceived for the youngsters of north­
ern Maine in the belief that the rail­
road has an obligation to make 
them understand that a strong rail­
road system is as much a part of 
their heritage as schools, highways 
and governmental obligations. The 
difference, of course, is that rail­
roads are not supported by tax dol­
lars.

Some 12,000 school children will 
help the railroad celebrate its birth­
day by visiting the Jubilee Special 
when it stops in their community. 
One of the road s new GP 38 loco­
motives will pull the 18-car special. 
I he rolling stock will include repre­
sentative pieces of every type of car 
that the railroad uses, several of 
which have been developed by the 
Bangor and Aroostook for its own 
special uses.

At the open house points— Nor­
thern Maine Junction, Derby, Houl­
ton and Presque Isle— the children 
have an opportunity to see such 
things as heavy roadway mainte­
nance equipment in operation, the 
machinery of the diesel shops, car 
shops and machine shops and the 
working of the marketing organiza­
tion.

The show stealer of the Jubilee 
Special, at least for the kids, is the 
museum car adapted from one of 
the new boxcars and filled with 
hundreds of artifacts from the 
road’s 75 year history. The exhibits 
in the car have been gathered from 
odd corners and garrets on the rail­
road's property, but many more 
have come in response to appeals to 
employees and friends of the rail­
road.
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This working model of a 
250 class Bangor and Aroos­
took steam locomotive was 
built by George Roy of Fort 
Kent and required 5000 
hours of pains-taking labor. 
Built to a scale of one inch 
to the foot, the locomotive 
burns coal, has a reverse 
gear, and water pump to fill 
the boiler. It also has work­
ing couplings.

There are such exotic items as a 
Bangor and Piscataquis rock chisel, 
kerosene brakemen’s lanterns, passes 
issued to former presidents, ticket 
punches and uniforms, among hun­
dreds of other items.

The item that has drawn the 
most interest from the youngsters 
has, predictably, been a 65/2-foot 
working model of a 250 class 
Bangor and Aroostook steam loco­
motive. This remarkable replica was 
built by George Roy of Fort Kent 
and required more than 5000 hours 
of Mr. Roy’s time. It’s strictly au­
thentic with all parts built to a scale 
of 1 inch to the foot. Parts that 
couldn’t be machined or filed out of 
steel or brass were cast to Mr. Roy’s 
specifications. The boiler carries a 
pressure of 100 pounds and the fire­
box uses soft coal in the best rail­
road tradition. The locomotive even 
incorporates a reverse gear and 
couplers that are faithful duplicates 
of the originals.

Built into one end of the car is a 
duplicate of a turn-of-the-century 
railroad station complete even to 
the tobacco box on the sounder to 
amplify the wire and to the rolltop 
desk. The only detail missing is a 
bespectacled gentleman in a green 
eyeshade and celluloid collar. The 
men who worked on the museum 
car insist that if you concentrate 
you can hear the click of the wire 
and the mournful hoot of a steamer 
in the distance.

On the opposite end of the car is 
a large-scale profile of a steam loco­
motive that has been mounted in 
such a fashion that it appears to be 
bursting through the end of the car. 
It is equipped with standard marker 
lamps and headlamps against a dark 
background. It’s first effect on visi­
tors is startling.

Small items of historical interest 
that have been loaned are exhibited 
in glass cases. A ’pede, well-known, 
three-wheeled hand car of 40 years 
ago, has been resurrected and may 
well bring a wave of nostalgia to a 
generation of railroaders who con­
sidered it only a little better than 
walking.

Besides the exhibition car, the 
Jubilee Special includes a Maine 
Products display car in which the 
wares manufactured in northern 
Maine have been exhibited. The 
display car was added on advice of 
educators who said that it would be 
valuable to the teachers and stu­
dents who study such matters in the 
classroom.

The response from schools along 
the route of the Special has amazed 
the railroaders who planned the 
tour. There was a very good reason 
to key the tour to young people; 
since the automobile supplanted the 
railroad as a prime mover of people, 
the railroad has lost a valuable con­
tact with the public, particularly the 
young. The Special demonstrates 
the vitality of the Bangor and 
Aroostook. It serves notice that here 
is an institution that intends to re­
main sound enough to celebrate an­
other 75 years. But few guessed at 
the interest shown by both young 
and adult visitors.

It was difficult to work on the 
project and not be caught up in the 
current of enthusiasm and it 
brought home the realization to rail­
road people that Milepost 75 was a 
meaningful achievement.

What had started out to be a 
birthday gift to the youngsters of 
northern Maine has been a resound­
ing vote of confidence to Aroos­
took’s railroad.

Other features of the mu­
seum car include display cases 
filled with Bangor and Aroos­
took artifacts, historic photo­
graphic murals and a profile of 
a steam locomotive that fills 
one end of the car. Realistic 
sound effects provide authentic 
background for the model.
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The Quiet Revolution

Worker with a power 
scoop unloads fertilizer ma­
terial at Aroostook Federa­
tion of Farmers manufactur­
ing plant at Fort Kent. Fed­
eration does not expect its 
bulk sales to exceed 10% 
this year, although the trend 
to bulk is unmistakable.

There’s a quiet revolution taking 
place in Aroostook County. It won’t 
be headlined in tomorrow’s paper. 
And there won’t be any fanfare. But 
it’s effect will touch the lives of ev­
ery potato grower and it portends 
significant changes in the Bangor 
and Aroostook’s traffic pattern.

The great change is nothing more 
dramatic than the method of han­
dling and selling chemical fertilizers, 
an ingredient that, combined with 
Aroostook’s “ Caribou loam” , pro­
duces heavy yields of the finest po­
tatoes grown anywhere. Tradition­
ally, fertilizer is sold by the bag to 
farmers who manhandle the con­
tainers from storage to the mechani­
cal planters in the field. But there is 
now a vigorous trend toward the 
bulk sales and handling of the fer­
tilizer. There are savings to be had 
as well as the elimination of the 
time-consuming physical labor in­
volved in re-handling. The result 
points to a significant trend toward 
rail movement of that commodity.

CLOUDS OF CHANGE

The clouds of change have been 
gathering for at least four years. 
Farmers have been faced with a 
growing shortage of farm labor. 
Fewer and fewer young people were 
willing to forego high wages and 
short hours of industrial jobs for the 
hard physical labor and the lower 
wages of farm labor. The labor mar­
ket has become more competitive 
each year with the best people going 
to the growers who have mecha­
nized and have taken at least some 
of the backache out of farming by 
labor-saving devices. The potato 
harvester, the four-row planter and 
bulk potato handling equipment 
have been the result of the scarcity 
and high cost of farm labor. Bulk 
sales and handling of fertilizer is 
probably the next step in the pro­
cess of change. It means the elim­

ination of manpower in another 
area of potato production.

Jim Robinson, area potato spe­
cialist of the Extension Service, 
thinks the sweeping changes taking 
place are as significant as agricul­
tural milestones as was the change 
from horses to tractors.

“ There are predictions from au­
thorities,”  he explains, “ that 75% of 
the Aroostook crop will be har­
vested by machinery by 1970. It’s 
not unreasonable to think that fer­
tilizer will be 75% bulk by that 
time, because the two go hand-in­
hand. Bulk fertilizer is a natural for 
the grower w ho has a harvester.”

As Charles Kittridge, agricultural 
engineer for the Extension Services, 
explains there isn't any single reason 
why bulk distribution of fertilizer is 
suddenly a reality. It is. he says, a 
combination of factors including a 
couple of good potato years with 
necessary money for capital invest­
ment, the scarcity of labor, the har­
vester and the four-row planter.

Perhaps the single development 
which has contributed most to the 
blossoming of the bulk fertilizer con­
cept at this particular time is the 
potato harvester. The 1965 harvest 
saw harvesters in unprecedented 
numbers in Aroostook fields as a re­
sult of both a labor shortage and a 
good potato price from the previous 
year. The bulk truck bodies that are 
used to handle bulk potatoes are a 
natural for conversion to bulk fer­
tilizer handling. By a moderate ex­
penditure, a grower has a piece of 
labor saving equipment that he can 
use for planting in the spring and 
harvest in the fall.

The growing trend toward four- 
row planters has also been an im­
portant factor. Without a mechani­
cal means of filling them with fer­
tilizer much of the efficiency of the 
four-row planter is lost.

There are significant savings in­
volved, too, in buying bulk fertiliz-

A railcar of truck bodies to handle bulk fertilizer is unloaded at 
Presque Isle. Below, Rood storaRe qualities of bulk fertilizer under 
proper conditions are evident from the bin at Federation in Fort Kent.

International Fertilizer Co. was one of the leaders in experiment- 
inR with bulk fertilizer. The bulk distribution facility pictured below 
was erected near the potato house of the company’s aRent, Donald 
HaRan, in Houlton last year.
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Corenco salesman Glen Hitchcock, above, is pictured 
before one of the company’s new bulk distribution fa­
cilities at Mars Hill. At right, bulk fertilizer bodies for 
customers of Agrico form a symbolic background for 
Salesman Don Jamieson. His company has built the first 
fertilizer blending plant in Aroostook.

ers. The Extension Service estimates 
savings of from $3.35 to $3.75 a ton. 
Most fertilizer companies will rent 
or sell on an installment plan basis 
equipment to handle the bulk fer­
tilizer. This is usually a hopper body 
with auger feed and discharge sys­
tem. Each company varies slightly 
in the plan and equipment it uses, 
but each makes it easy for cus­
tomers to use bulk fertilizers.

Opinion on just how far and how 
quickly bulk distribution will go 
ranges from 10% this year to 25%. 
The Aroostook Federation of Far­
mers, the acknowledged giant 
among local distributors, with about 
one-third of the Aroostook fertilizer 
market, expects that it will not 
handle more than 10% of its sales in 
bulk this year.

Philip Turner of Federation 
points out that the coop’s average 
customers grow 50 acres. There are 
advantages for smaller growers but 
they will probably not be among the 
first to use bulk. He feels the bulk 
sales might go to 30% next year. 
The maximum potential, he believes 
could be about 50% of the output.

“ We are hoping that our cus­
tomers will take advantage of the 
early discount and fall delivery in 
buying bulk fertilizer,”  Turner ex­
plains. “ With the upsurge in new 
potato storage construction there 
will be a good many storage units 
that would be suitable for storing 
bulk fertilizer.”

Federation, like most of the 
Aroostook fertilizer companies, has 
had several years’ experience with 
bulk sales and has invested about 
$40,000 in facilities to service bulk 
customers.

Paul LeBlanc, of Shurgain in 
Presque Isle, said that his firm 
handled 3%  of its 1965 tonnage by 
bulk and believes that between 25 
and 30%< of the 1966 movement will 
be bulk. The company has been 
working on bulk methods for three 
years and is presently looking into 
the possibility of establishing more 
bulk facilities.

W. R. Edgecomb, of Corenco, 
says that 1966 will be the company’s 
first big year in bulk fertilizer. Co­
renco has built warehouses at Island 
Falls and Mars Hill to handle bulk 
and has converted facilities at Cari­
bou, Houlton and Presque Isle. No 
bagged material will be handled at 
the new facilities.

“ We’re looking for volume,” he 
emphasizes, “ When we have volume 
we’ ll be able to realize significant 
savings by bulk handling. Bulk dis­
tribution is a big thing in other ag­
ricultural areas, but it’s just catch­
ing on in Aroostook.

Agway, with bulk facilities at 
Houlton, Caribou and Keegan, ex­
pects to do a volume bulk business 
this year. Their bulk depots are 
push-button operations and eventu­
ally Bouchard of Agway says that 
the company expects to have five or

six depots in Aroostook County. 
Bouchard said that his company ex­
pects to dispense about 15% of its 
1966 tonnage by bulk.

“ I think the grower must have 
storage on his farm to take advan­
tage of the full potential savings of 
bulk,”  he says. “ The savings are im­
portant to the people who use bulk, 
of course, but eventually it comes 
down to the labor factor.”

2 0 %  OF AGRICO GOES BULK
Agrico estimates that 20% of its 

tonnage will be sold in bulk this 
year. Don Jamieson said that his 
company has installed the first 
blender in Maine for the mixing of 
different formulas from basic bulk 
components. The different formulas 
are normally combined chemically. 
The physical blending of compo­
nents, he says, will make for in­
creased efficiency particularly in 
handling fertilizer in bulk. The new 
facility represents an investment of 
$35,000.

Like most companies, Agrico will 
either lease or sell their bodies out­
right. Business is so brisk, Jamieson 
reports, that he could use 10 more 
bulk bodies. He believes that his 
company will eventually handle 
75% of their tonnage in bulk.

“ I think the big advantage in 
bulk is the convenience,”  he says. 
“ Last year we know of farm women 
and older men who were working 
on the planters and driving the bulk
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Agway has built sophisti­
cated bulk facilities at Houlton, 
Caribou and Keegan. Salesman 
Bernard Bouchard of Agway, 
pictured by the new Houlton 
facility, says that the new 
plants are bushbutton opera­
tions. Dr. Philip Turner, Fed­
eration, is pictured at the 
coop’s new bulk facilities at 
Fort Kent. The acknowledged 
giant among Aroostook Fer­
tilizer companies, Federation 
expects bulk to account for as 
much as 30% of their sales 
next year.

fertilizer trucks. This just wouldn’t 
have been possible with bagged fer­
tilizer because of the physical labor 
involved.”

There are still a good many un­
answered questions about bulk fer­
tilizer. All the companies committed 
to bulk admit that the business is in 
a transitional state. No one has any 
exact answers on savings, or which 
type of equipment will be right. 
What is very evident at this point 
is that bulk fertilizer has some very 
real advantages to growers who are 
feeling the pinch of a labor short­
age, and those who must mechanize 
for efficiency. It is also evident that 
growers are embracing bulk fer- 
tlizer in really significant numbers 
this year.

The fertilizer people raise some 
interesting possibilities on the future 
of their industry. For example, how 
far are Aroostook growers away 
from slurry fertilizer. Or will fer­
tilizer soon be delivered in much the 
same way that fuel oil is now.

Every company queried, except 
the ones whose business is entirely 
rail, has indicated that bulk han­
dling means an all rail movement. 
Increased rail traffic in fertilizer has 
double implications for the Bangor 
and Aroostook; it means a potential 
increase of as much as 30% in the 
traffic. And, equally important, it 
will mean the highway competition 
will probably lose part of what has 
been a comfortable back haul for 
trucks operating out of Aroostook 
County.
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This Class Could Save Your Life

Mechanical, Purchases and 
Stores and General Office 
people listen attentively to 
instructor A. W. Parlee at 
the pilot course of the rail­
road’s Driver Improvement 
Course held at Derby last 
month.

From the welter of frightening 
highway accident statistics dinned 
at drivers, it sometimes seems a case 
of a lot of talk about safety and not 
much action. O f course, this isn't 
true; statistics are necessary to make 
the public aware of the slaughter on 
the highways. But to prove the 
point, the Bangor and Aroostook, in 
cooperation with the Maine High­
way Safety Committee, is doing 
something about it.

On the evenings of April 25, 26, 
27 and 28, some 27 railroaders from 
the Mechanical, Stores and General 
Offices met at the Community Hall 
in Derby for two-hour sessions of a 
Driver Improvement Course. The 
entire course was completed in eight 
hours and, although some students 
approached it with skepticism, the 
entire 27 were believers when they 
“ graduated’’ Thursday night. An 
unsigned questionnaire indicated 
that the course was a valuable aid 
to safe driving and all 27 felt the 
time was well spent.

The Driver Improvement Course 
came about as a result of the 
mounting death toll on Maine high­
ways. For example, we know that

one out of every two people will be 
involved in an auto crash that pro­
duces death or serious injury before 
he reaches age 65. Every single 
driver will be involved in a traffic 
accident every four years during a 
50-year driving lifetime.

Last year, Maine experienced 
more than 58 highway crashes a day 
seriously injuring 26 people a day. A 
person died in a highway accident 
on Maine highways last year every 
day and a half.

Frightening? Of course. But ex­
perience has shown that educating 
drivers in the ways of safety can 
prevent many of these tragedies. 
And that’s the purpose of the Driver 
Improvement Course.

It's the project of the National 
Safety Council who devised its 
format and technique. The course is 
taught by an instructor who has 
been trained by the Council and 
certified by the Maine Highway 
Safety Committee.

Special Agent A. W. Parlee is the 
Bangor and Aroostook instructor for 
the course. He uses the latest train­
ing aids, including motion pictures, 
to make his subject come alive.

Ten

“ Students” Julian Perry and V. J. 
Perry, Mechanical Department, take 
Parlee’s highway safety message serious­
ly. Special Agent Parlee, center, used 
such training aids as films, magnetic 
boards to make his subject come alive. 
The course is not, he insists, one on how 
to drive, but how to improve driving. It 
was given in four, two-hour sessions. Stu­
dents, below, took a coffee break at the 
half-way point each evening.

“ This course isn’t intended to 
teach any one how to drive,”  Parlee 
emphasizes, “ It's what its name im­
plies, a course to help improve your 
driving.”

During the eight-hour course, the 
group considers such subjects as 
“ Preventable or N ot?” : “ The Prac­
tice of Defensive Driving” ; “ How to 
Avoid a Collision with the Vehicle 
Behind” ; “ How to Avoid a Collision 
with an Oncoming Vehicle” ; “ How 
to Avoid an Intersection Collision” ; 
“ The Art of Passing and Being 
Passed” ; and “ The Mystery Crash.” 
All of the subjects are designed to 
provide the student with a different 
perspective for his driving.

'The course is being presented 
again in Bangor May 23-26 at the 
Tarratine club from 7 to 9 p. m. for 
Railroad people and their families. 
Plans call for the course to be given 
to all employees and their families 
throughout the system who wish to 
take it.

It’s voluntary. It’s free. And it 
could save your life.
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The Bangor and Aroostook has 
taken delivery of the first of 400 
new box cars that will be delivered 
in 1966. The new cars represent an 
investment of $6.5 million for the 
road and bring to a total of 725 
such cars acquired by the road since 
1963. Manager of Operations Har­
old C. Duffy said that the new cars 
will be used chiefly for paper traffic 
from the Great Northern Paper 
Company in Millinocket and Fraser 
Paper Company, Madawaska.

Inspecting new Bangor and Aroostook Boxcars at the Great Northern Paper 
Company’s East Millinocket mill are: Frank Keenan, traffic manager, Great North­
ern Paper; Robert J. Shinners, resident manager and assistant vice president-opera­
tions, Great Northern; and Martin Roach, mill manager, Great Northern; H. C. 
Duffy, manager of operation, BAR; F. 'B. Lunt, regional vice president-sales, BAR; 
and V. L. Ladd, chief mechanical officer, BAR.

BAR Receives First of le w  Paper Pars
Fraser Paper Company officials at Madawaska, inspected the first of 400 new 

boxcars ordered for 1966 delivery by the Bangor and Aroostook Railroad. Left to 
right, James Reeth, assistant traffic manager; Elmer Hunting, production superin­
tendent; R. J. Martin, assistant mill manager and H. B. Conner, mill manager; H. 
C. Duffy, manager of operation, BAR; V. L. Ladd, chief mechanical officer, BAR; 
and F. B. Lunt, regional vice president sales, BAR.

The first 200 cars are being built 
by General American Transporta­
tion Corporation. The final lot of 
200 cars will be built by Pullman 
Standard Corporation and are 
scheduled for delivery in August. 
Half of the cars will have 9-foot 
doors and the remainder will fea­
ture extra-wide 18-foot doors. The 
entire 400 will incorporate heavy 
duty floors to withstand use of 
heavy loading machinery and all 
will be equipped with the latest im­
pact-absorbing devices to protect 
lading from damage. The latest ac­
quisition brings the road’s owner­
ship of cars equipped with modern 
shock absorbing devices to 1,000.

The latest car purchase is the 
fourth in as many years, and brings 
the dollar investment in new cars 
during that period to nearly $1634 
million.
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1965 Safety Award Winners
The safety awards program is a 

tradition of long standing on the 
Bangor and Aroostook. As with any 
awards program, there is, perhaps, 
a tendency to regard safety as a 
competitive game. . . like a track 
meet or any game of skill with the 
winner receiving the shining brass- 
and-walnut trophy that proclaims 
him the best.

Certainly, there is a skill involved 
in safety. But it is in no sense a 
game or a competition. Those de­
partments and people who won 
1965 safety awards received them 
because of exemplary performance. 
And the reward of that perform­
ance was not the plaque, but the 
physical and emotional well-being of 
being free from injuries.

The winners of the safety awards 
can be proud of their achievement, 
for the standards are high. The 
price they have paid is constant 
vigilance and this is a considerable 
job. Good safety performance is 
never the result of any single per­
son; it is the result of a whole group 
of people working together.

A productive group effort is an 
infinitely more difficult achievement 
than an individual effort. Those 
people whose groups received recog­
nition have every right to be proud 
of it.

Top, President W. Jerome Strout pre­
sents President's Award to Superintend­
ent Herschel P. Lee who accepted plaque 
for members of the Transportation de­
partment. The award is given for the 
best record of all transportation depart­
ments of New England railroads. Center, 
Chief Mechanical Officer V. L. Ladd ac­
cepts President’s Award for most out­
standing record among mechanical de­
partments of New England railroads in 
1965. Below, Chief Engineer P. H. 
Swales accepts for his employees Mana­
ger of Operations Award from H. C. 
Duffy for the most improved safety rec­
ord.
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Left, S. F. Corey accepts Award of 
Ffonor for Highway Division for com­
pleting a year without a personal injury. 
Below, James Furlong and Henry Thies 
accept Manager P. and S. Award from 
L. F. Lewis for a year without a per­
sonal injury. Bottom, Engineer F. D. 
Parent and Fireman H. D. Davies ac­
cept Superintendent’s Award for engine- 
ment of District 1 from M. E. Walls. 
Center, left, Foreman B. B. Libby ac­
cepts Chief Mechanical Officer’s Award 
for employees at Oakfield from Master 
Mechanic D. G. Merrill. Bottom, left, 
E. J. Berry and the employees of the lo­
comotive shops received a Chief Me­
chanical Officer’s Award for their record 
in 1965.
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Above, W. E. Corey accepts Chief 
Engineer’s Award from V. J. Welch for 
the employees of the Houlton Shop. 
Above, right, Roadmaster E. D. Ross ac­
cepts Chief Engineer’s Award for the 
employees of District No. 4 for the best 
record among roadmaster districts. Right, 
Conductor Linwood S. Welch, Superin­
tendent of Transportation Award for the 
Conductors and Trainmen of District No. 
1, from F. D. Larlee. With him are 
Brakeman P. L. Fleming, P. B. Sherman 
and M. L. Fitzgerald. Below, Station 
Agent Jerry Hood accepts Superintend­
ent of Transportation Award for station 
employees for a year without a personal 
injury from M. E. Walls. Below, right, 
Bus Operator C. A. Bailey receives an 
Award of Merit from Clark Crane for 
driving the greatest number of miles in 
1965 without an accident.
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A Taste For Filming Powder
The tall, spare man bent deliber­

ately over the long-barreled rifle. 
With a visible effort, he made him­
self relax. The piece was inordinate­
ly long, perhaps four feet, with an 
exposed hammer. It was covered 
with a patina of age. Not neglect, 
mind you, but the polish and small 
blemishes that come with long life. 
Clearly, it had been a cherished pos­
session in another age. The tall man 
let out his breath slowly, quietly, as 
his finger tightened on the trigger. 
There was a critical interval before 
the hammer fell. The rifle lifted in 
recoil as the sharp report racketed 
across the gravel pit.

After chips flew from his target 
100 yards from his bench rest, Paul 
Wheeler turned from his vintage 
rifle with a broad grin.

“ That’s not bad for a rifle that's 
over 70 years old,” he quipped.

Paul can usually be found at some 
time during any weekend when it's 
warm enough in a convenient gravel 
pit trying out one of his antique 
rifles with a new load, always trying 
for that elusive one-inch, five shot 
group, lie  comes surprisingly close 
to his goal, too.

Paul is a 6 ft. 3 engineer in Main­
tenance of Way, the kind of outdoor 
type who looks like he might belong 
in a cigarette ad when he’s behind 
his transit. Besides a dry, Yankee 
wit and an abiding respect for hon­
est craftsmanship, he has a consum­
ing interest in firearms, particularly 
vintage arms. He not only likes to 
hang them in his gun rack; he likes 
to shoot them.

Modern arms also have a place in 
his shooting. He is a particular ad­

If the hole in the muzzle of this rifle 
looks a trifle oversize it’s not an optical 
illusion. The piece is a Model 1886 
Winchester, .45-70 caliber. This means 
the gaping hole has an inside diameter of 
.457 inch— nearly half an inch. The man 
behind the rifle is Assistant Engineer 
Paul S. Wheeler of Houlton, whose avo­
cation is collecting and shooting antique 
rifles.

The 13-pound muzzle-loading target rifle held by W heeler is a collector’s treas­
ure. It’s in excellent condition and capable of great accuracy. Wheeler says that 
many of the old timers are capable of accuracy that challenges modern, mass-pro­
duced rifles.

mirer of Smith & Wesson handguns 
and was delighted when the rail­
road’s parent company, Bangor 
Punta Alegre Sugar Corp., acquired 
the quality gun making firm.

There’s a word in vogue that de­
scribes men like Paul Wheeler. 
They’re called gun cranks. But that 
word conjures up a misleading 
image of eccentrics who covet fire­
arms the way Silas Marner did his 
silver. Since men first learned to 
sharpen a spear in his fire as a 
weapon to hunt with and protect 
himself, he has been preoccupied 
with weapons. As we become more 
civilized, this interest has been aca­
demic and it is more accurate to de­
scribe men like Paul Wheeler as 
students of firearms. He’s a student 
in the best sense of the word.

Paul’s particular field of interest 
is in the rifles made by Winchester 
prior to the turn of the century. 
Students of these matters are con­
cerned about such details as the 
number of screws showing on the 
frame, the markings of a particular 
model and factors like barrel length, 
whether a barrel was made octogon- 
al in shape or round and scores of 
seemingly-minor variations. When a 
small number of units of a certain 
model were made with an odd vari­
ation, it affects their scarcity, and 
their worth on the collectors mar­
ket.

While many of these fine old guns 
have been destroyed through ne­
glect, or because people who in­
herited them from their original 
owners thought them obsolete, there 
are still a few in desirable condition

to be found in attics or back closets. 
Some command fancy prices; some 
more modest prices. But almost all 
that are in good condition will bring 
more than their original cost.

Paul Wheeler’s particular pet is 
a graceful single shot Winchester 
Model 1885 in the venerable 38-55 
caliber. The ingenious falling block 
action was designed by the Ameri­
can firearms genius Moses Brown­

ing in 1879. The patents were later 
sold to the Winchester people who 
introduced it as their Model of 
1885. It followed in the tradition of 
the famous Sharps rifle that had 
decimated the buffalo herds of the 
West and spelled the death knell for 
the Western Indian. It is possible 
that the High W’all Winchester also 
drew the blood of the bison but not 
in appreciable numbers. Rather its
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Above, W heeler shoots one of his par­
ticular pets, a Winchester Model 1885 
single shot, at a gravel pit. The W'inches- 
ter High W'all is in .38-55 caliber, a 
cartridge considered obsolete by modern 
standards, but capable of gilt-edge ac­
curacy and decent hunting performance 
under eastern brush conditions.

fame is based on its reputation as a 
superb target weapon.

“ The High Wall probably has the 
smoothest action of any Winchester 
ever made,” Wheeler explained as 
he slid the finger lever of the piece 
forward. The breechblock dropped 
with a hardly-audible snick and the 
long, straight cartridge case slid out 
of the chamber. “ Most people think 
that a single shot is as out of date as 
hoop skirts, but anyone who’s shot 
one knows that it’s an accurate rifle 
that balances beautifully for off­
hand shooting. And the off-hand 
position is really the test of any 
rifleman.”

The .38-55 was introduced in the 
last century as a target cartridge, 
he explained, and turned out to be a 
fine hunting caliber at ranges en­
countered in the east. The .38 in­
dicates the diameter of the bullet

(.375 inches) and the 55 indicates 
the original amount (in grains) of 
black powder used as a propellent.

Part of the fun of collecting and 
shooting the old arms, he says, is in 
loading your own ammunition. Paul 
Wheeler is a deliberate, methodical 
man and nothing delights him as 
much as eliminating the variables of 
a load, one by one, until he has 
found the most accurate load for a 
particular rifle.

SCORNS MODERN BULLETS

He scorns modern bullets that are 
clad in a thin jacket of guilding 
metal. Anyone can make such bul­
lets shoot accurately, he says. Be­
sides, the relatively hard, metal- 
patched bullets will quickly wear

the mild steel of the old rifle barrels. 
Instead, he prefers original lead bul­
lets originally designed for the arm 
lubricated with a mixture of deer 
tallow and beeswax.

The bullets are cast from a 1:16 
alloy of tin and lead with the mold 
that Winchester once furnished with 
every rifle it sold. The tin hardens 
the lead so that friction will not 
wipe off the soft metal in the rifling 
and destroy the accuracy. The lu­
bricating grease also lessens the fric­
tion as the bullet passes through the 
bore.

The brass cartridge case, salvaged 
from an original factory box of am­
munition, will have been fired per­
haps 15 times. Using the old Win­
chester reloading tool, Wheeler re­
sized the case and removed the 
spent primer. The resizing simply 
means that the case is forced into a
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die which squeezes its diameter 
slightly so that it will easily re-enter 
the chamber. The primer is a small 
metal cup containing a tiny amount 
of explosive sensitive to impact. 
When the firing pin strikes the 
primer, it detonates, firing the main 
charge of powder.

Wheeler no longer uses the orig­
inal black powder for this piece (it s 
too dirty), but a small amount of 
modern smokeless powder. After 
he’s inserted a new primer, care­
fully measured in a charge of pow­
der and seated the bullet, he has a 
loaded round. The cost of his reload 
is slightly more than 1<‘ .

I he care he takes in preparing his 
ammunition and in shooting a tar­

get is reminiscent of that legendary 
gunmaker Harry Pope, whose 200 
yard record (with a single shot) still 
awes modern target shooters after 
50 years. Bullets are weighed and 
examined for variations. So are 
primers. Sometimes, the bullets are 
even fired in the order that they 
were cast. And just before he settles 
down to shoot, he raises the barrel of 
the rifle and thumps the stock so 
that the powder will be in the same 
position in the case at each shot.

"I admit it’s a lot of trouble just 
to produce a small cluster of holes 
on a target,”  he grins, “ but there’s a 
certain pleasure involved in dupli­
cating the results of the old shooters, 
placing yourself under the same

handicap of equipment and com­
ponents. Besides, who can resist the 
workmanship in those old rifles.”

Paul doesn’t confine himself to 
single shots. He has a muzzle-load­
ing target rifle and many others, all 
of which he shoots regularly. An­
other favorite is a Model 1886 Win­
chester in the old warhorse 45-70 
caliber, the standard government 
cartridge for nearly 30 years in the 
last century.

It may not sound exciting but 
Paul Wheeler and a few knowledge­
able men like him are carrying on 
the tradition of marksmanship 
from the golden age of the Ameri­
can rifleman.

M ile sto n e s . , .
SERVICE ANN I VERSA RIES

FORTY YEARS
E. Donald Ross 
W. Jerome Strout

THIRTY-FIVE YEARS
T. W. Cudhea 
Herman L. Wright, Sr.

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS
B. B. Black
F. W. Day 
Louis P. Larsson

TWENTY YEARS

Leo J. Blanchette 
Wendell E. Corey 

Donald E. Henderson 
Ralph E. Hill 

Francis N. McLeod 

Harry C. Sinclair 
Joseph D. Smith 
Dermond Trafton 

Enoch T. Trafton 

Alton L. Wardwell

FIFTEEN YEARS

Kenneth C. Creenlaw 
Joseph J. Mitchell 
Donald R. Reynolds 
Horace B. Russell 
Richard P. Shaughnessy

TEN YEARS
Donald F. Breen 
M. J. Levesque, Jr. 
Thomas U. Michaud 
Thornton C. Rainey 
Donald H. Thompson
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SOUVENIR MEMENTOS OF OUR 
75th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

Mementos of Bangor and 
Aroostook Railroad’s 75th An­
niversary are available for sale 
to railroad personnel and to 
the public as well. The com­
memorative coin here shown 
front and back is same size as 
illustrated, is $1 each postpaid.

Ceramic plaque in red, blue 
and black on white. Six inches 
square also $1. Carefully 
packed and mailed postpaid but 
at receiver’s risk.

Sales tax is included 
in all prices. No mail 
orders on glasses. All 
other items mailed 
postpaid.

Order from Bangor 
and Aroostook Rail­
road, Northern Maine 
Sales Office, Presque 
Isle; Public Relations 
Office, Houlton; Pur­
chasing Department, 
Derby; Marketing De­
partment, Bangor.

Now in production, available soon is a commemorative ceramic ornamental 
shelf plate with Bangor and Aroostook and anniversary seal in red, blue and 
black on white.

Purchases and Stores

L. G. Cochrane, machine operator, has 
been a recent surgical patient at the Mil­
linocket Community Hospital.

Mr. John J. Willinski, Sr., crane at­
tendant, has returned to work, having 
been out several months recovering from 
an operation.

Printer and Mrs. George Crabtree are
on a month’s vacation touring the 
United States. They will spend a week 
with Mrs. Crabtree’s brother in Califor­
nia.

Assistant Manager of Purchases and 
Stores and Mrs. Liston Lewis have re­
turned home from a vacation in San 
Rafael, California. While in California 
they were in Los Angeles, San Francisco, 
and they spent several days with their 
son, Gary, in San Rafael.

Mr. Walter S. Chase has been elected 
to the Board of Directors of Barco Fed­
eral Credit Union.

Our sympathy to Mr. Keith P. Larra- 
bee and his family in the death of his 
father, Mr. Clarence Larrabee.

Former Purchasing Agent and Mrs. 
W. A. Bamford of Milo, have returned 
home having spent the winter in Palos 
Verdis, California. While in California 
the Bamfords celebrated their 50th Wed­
ding Annivrsary.

Mechanical Department

The Congregational Church at Island 
Falls, was the scene of the wedding of 
Miss Elizabeth Jean Murray, daughter 
of Mrs Lucy Campbell, and Roderick 
Dean McGraw, son of Car Repairer 
Helper and Mrs. William McGraw, Jr., 
of Oakfield February 19, 1966.

The Reverend Edwin S. Haysradt, Jr., 
officiated.

Given in marriage by her brother, 
Frederick Murray, the bride wore a floor 
length gown of white brocade with an 
empire waist and long flowing train, and 
a shoulder length veil. She carried a bou­
quet of red and white roses.

Sharon Desmond, maid of honor, wore 
a floor length gown of deep red velvet 
with a crown. Bridesmaids were Donna 
Allen and Beverly Robinson. They wore 
gowns like that of the maid of honor 
with matching headpieces.

Dr. Richard McGraw, Randolph AFB. 
Texas, was best man. Ushers were Jeff 
Bubar, Gordon Kirtpatrick, Jim Dwyer, 
and Dale Porter.

The reception was held in the vestry. 
Assisting were Jane Emerson and Diana 
Porter.

Section Foreman Michael McCue, Millinocket, receives his gold pass from Chief 
Engineer P. H. Swales. Mr. McCue was born in North Amity and began his railroad 
career as a trackman in 1925. He is married and has one daughter. His brother, 
Harry, and a nephew, Clayton, are also employed by the railroad.

The bride was graduated from Island 
Falls High School in 1965 and attended 
Husson College.

The bridegroom graduated from Oak- 
field High School in 1962 and attended 
Maine Vocational Technical Institute. He 
is serving in the U. S. Army.

Machinist and Mrs. G. C. Goodall 
have returned from a three-week vaca­
tion trip to California. They went by 
car, as far as Rome New York, and by 
train to Omaha, Nebraska, where they 
had to transfer to bus, because of the rail 
strike. They rode for two nights and one 
day on the bus from Omaha to Oakland, 
California. While in California they vis­
ited their daughter and family at Con­
cord, California. Mr. Goodall’s niece and 
family at Santa Maria, California, and 
his sister and family, Mr. and Mrs. C. 
H. Slauenwhite and Clinton of Van 
Nuys, California.

Mr. C. H. Slauenwhite was an en­
gineer for the Bangor and Aroostook 
Railroad until his retirement in 1956.

S/Sgt. Vaughn Goodall of Fort Bragg, 
North Carolina, and his twin brother, 
Verne Goodall of Maryland, were recent 
visitors at the home of their parents. 
Machinist and Mrs. G. C. Goodall of 
Hampden. Sgt. Goodall will leave in 
May for a year’s tour of duty in Viet 
Nam.

Miss Gale Parker, daughter of Gen­
eral Yardmaster and Mrs. H. T. Parker, 
of Oakfield, has been selected to repre­
sent her school at the National Student 
Nurses’ Convention in San Francisco, 
California, which is to be held June 8th 
through June 13th.
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Miss Parker is a junior at the Eastern 
Maine General Hospital, School of Nurs­
ing, in Bangor. She is active in various 
school activities and has been a Student 
Council Representative. She has been on 
the By-Laws Committee and is presently 
Second Vice President of Student Gov­
ernment.

Miss Parker is currently affiliated with 
Boston Children’s Hospital, Boston, 
Massachusetts for her pediatric training.

The many friends of retired Car Re­
pairer C. O. Larrabee were sorry to hear 
of his death April 20, 1966. Clarence en­
tered service with the B&A December 4, 
1922 as a Laborer. Since that time had 
worked as a Car Repairer for many years 
until his retirement October 26, 1962.

Our sympathy to all the family.
Don Campbell, car repairer, Derby, is 

convalescing at home following surgery 
at the Eastern Maine General. We wish 
him a speedy recovery and return to 
work.

B. J. W orster, laborer, Derby, is con­
valescing at his home following surgery 
at the Millinocket Community Hospital. 
We wish Bert a quic k recovery.

Traffic and Marketing

Leo T. Matheson, traffic clerk, won 
fifth .honors in Class C State Champion­
ship bowling with a score of 533.

Father Myles Cyr spent Easter week 
with his parents in Old Town. Father 
Cyr is a brother of Gloria Cyr, secretary 
to the vice president, marketing.

Lou Kitchen opened the fishing season 
with a four-day vacation at his camp on 
Heart Pond and takes little pleasure in 
qualifying for “ The one that got away 
club” .

Alan Lewis, son of Mr. and Mrs. Lis­
ton Lewis, has been named salutatorian 
of the Senior class of Brownville Junc­
tion High School. He has been active in 
National Honor Society, French Club, 
Future Teachers of America, Senior 
High Science and Math Club, Coin Club 
and is Treasurer of his class. He will 
attend the University of Maine this fall.

Miss Carolyn Foster, daughter of Gen­
eral Yardmaster and Mrs. Irvin L. Fos­
ter, Millinocket, spent her spring vaca­
tion in the Caribbean. Carolyn will be 
graduated from Westbrook Junior Col­
lege in June.

Engineering Department
Chief Engineer P. H. Swales of Houl­

ton sustained a back injury in April as 
the result of a fall. He has been hospi­
talized but it is expected he will be able 
to return to his home shortly.

Robert Paradis, son of Trackman and 
Mrs. Edward L. Paradis of Island Falls, 
has been named salutatorian of the 1966 
graduating class from Island Falls High 
School. He is a member of the National 
Honor Society, and has participated in 
basketball, baseball, crosscountry intra­
mural sports, public speaking, one-act 
plays and glee club. He was the school 
representative to Dirigo Boys' State and 
Northern Maine foul-shooting champion­
ship in 1965. He has been accepted by 
the College of Arts and Sciences at the 
University of Maine.

Mr. and Mrs William Adams of Pine 
Street, Rumford, announce the engage­
ment of their daughter, Elaine Margaret, 
to Paul H. Beals, son of B and B Fore­
man and Mrs. Kenneth H. Beals of Milo.

Miss Adams will graduate from Gor­
ham State College in June.

Mr. Beals is a junior at Gorham State 
College. He has completed a three-year 
tour of duty in the U. S. Army and has 
worked in Bridges and Buildings at 
Derby, the past three summers.

A September wedding is planned.
Norman Swales, son of Chief Engineer 

and Mrs. P. H. Swales of Houlton, a 
senior at Houlton High School, was on 
the honor roll during the last ranking 
period.

Custodian and Mrs. W illard Buxton of 
Houlton returned April 24 from a visit 
with their daughter and son-in-law. Mr. 
and Mrs. Ronald Miller in Meriden, 
Conn.

David M. Ewings, son of Trackman 
and Mrs. Lester Ewings of Merrill, died 
April 18, at Heidelberg, Germany.

He was horn Feb. 15, 1946 and is sur­
vived by his parents, two brothers, Rus­
sell of Merrill and Arnold of the Li. S.

Marine Corps at Paris Island; paternal 
grandparents, Section Foreman (Ret.) 
and Mrs. Charles Ewings of Millinocket; 
and maternal grandparents, Trackman 

Ret. Mr. and Mrs. Zadoc Russell of 
Merrill.

Funeral services were held at the 
Smyrna Mills Methodist Church with 
Rev John Ruth officiating.

A Military Service was conducted by 
the Caribou National Guard. Our sym­
pathy to the family.

Roadmaster R. H. Tweedie of Oakfield 
and his brother, Arnold, of Patten, mo­
tored to Yorktown, Virginia, the latter 
part of March. On their return they 
were accompanied by their mother, Mrs. 
V. L. Currie, who will reside w ith Road­
master and Mrs. Tweedie.

Friends of Mrs. Raymond Porter, 
widow of Section Foreman Raymond 
Porter at Grindstone, will be sorry to 
learn she is ill at the Millinocket Com­
munity Hospital.

Mrs. Porter’s son, Earl R. Porter, is 
the present section foreman at Grind­
stone, the same section of which his 
father was foreman for more than a 
decade.

Mr. and Mrs. Ellery S. Robinson ob­
served their 50th Wedding Anniversary 
on April 24, at their home in Garfield 
Plantation, with relatives and friends ex­
tending good wishes and congratulations. 
They have two sons who are members 
of the BAR family Equipment Opera­
tor Harold Robinson and Conductor 
Vernon I). Robinson.

Mrs. Mary Doucette of Stockholm 
died on April If) at a Caribou hospital. 
She was born at St. Agatha on April 
16, 1900.

Mrs. Doucette is survived by her hus­
band, Lawrence, of Stockholm, and six 
sons, two of whom, Gilbert and Wilbert 
Doucette, are BAR Trackmen.

A Requiem Mass was celebrated April 
13 at St. Theresa's Catholic Church, 
Stockholm, by the Rev. Antonio Gosse- 
lin.

Our sympathy to the family.
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Miss Peggy Dwyer
Miss Peggy Lee Dwyer, daughter of 

S. and C. Helper and Mrs. Virgil Dwyer 
of Oakfield, has been named valedictori­
an at Oakfield Community High School 
for the class of 1966.

She has studied the college course 
through high school and has been active 
in public speaking, one-act plays and 
has been an honor student all four years. 
She has been president of her class dur­
ing her freshman, sophomore and senior 
years. She was office secretary during 
her senior year, literary editor of the 
1966 Acorn, and a delegate to Dirigo 
Girls’ State.

Miss Dwyer plans to attend Aroostook 
State College at Presque Isle this fall.

Mrs. Donald Whipple
Miss Joan Marie Robinson, Masardis, 

became the bride of Donald Whipple of 
Oxbow recently.

The bride is the daughter of Equip­
ment Operator and Mrs. Harold Robin­

son of Masardis. The bridegroom is the 
son of Mr. and Mrs. William Whipple,
Oxbow.

The wedding took place at the Rock­
well Calvary Baptist Church, with the 
Rev. Carlton Huntley of Sherman offi­
ciating. Music was by David Walker. 
Miss Marion Craig sang “ O Promise 
Me.”

Given in marriage by her father, the 
bride wore a street length gown of 
white lace over taffeta, with a fitted 
bodice and scoop neckline centered with 
a taffeta bow. Her veil was held by a 
double crown of hairbraid and pearls. 
She carried yellow jonquils with round 
bouquet.

The maid of honor, Miss Harolyn 
Robinson, wore a brown tunic dress 
trimmed with white. She carried yellow 
pompons.

William Whipple, Jr., brother of the 
groom was the best man.

A reception was held at the Oxbow 
Grange Hall. Assisting at the gift table 
were Pamela .Snow, Harolyn Robinson 
and Marian Craig.

Aroostook Chapter N. 20, Royal Arch 
Masons, installed officers at Masonic 
Hall. Houlton, in March. Among those 
installed were Assistant to Supt. B. and 
B. Garald Wiggins, scrihe, and statistical 
Clerk Frank Shields, secretary.

Gordon Duncan, assistant supt. of 
track, was named finance chairman of 
the Republican Town Committee of 
Houlton at a recent Republican Caucus. 
The meeting was held at Al’s Food Shop 
in Houlton, preceded by a smorgasbord 
supper.

Mr. and Mrs. Merrill F. Goodall of
Landover, Maryland, are receiving con­
gratulations on the birth of a daughter, 
Tammy Denise, born May 1. The new­
comer’s paternal grandparents are Track­
man and Mrs. Perley Goodall of Oak­
field.

Donald B. Ryder of Charlton, Mass., 
died on April 23 as the result of an auto­
mobile accident.

He was born at Presque Isle, Maine, 
son of Ernest D. and Luetta Ryder.

Surviving are his widow, Mrs. Pearl 
Ryder of Charlton, his mother, Mrs. 
Luetta Ryder of Presque Isle, and several 
brothers, one of whom is Section Fore­
man Elmer W. Ryder of Presque Isle.

Funeral services were conducted at the 
Lullmann-Paradis Funeral Home in Ox­
ford, Mass. Our sympathy to members of 
the family.

Among those listed on the Honor Roll 
for the last ranking period at Oakfield 
High School were: Rodney Swallow,
sophomore, son of B. and B. Helper and 
Mrs. A. M. Swallow; Rodney Kennedy, 
sophomore, son of Trackman and Mrs. 
Edward Kennedy; Douglas Clark, sopho­
more, son of Trackman and Mrs. Nor­
man Clark; and Kenneth McDonald, 
freshman, son of Section Foreman Archie 
McDonald.

At a meeting of Monument Lodge of 
Masons, Houlton, on March 5, Chief 
Clerk M. A. Fairley was installed as sec­
retary.

Trophies were presented the last of 
April to the three holding individual 
highs for their individual performances 
in the Ladies A League bowling this 
past season at Houlton. One of the three 
recipients was Miss Joan Butler, Stenog­
rapher in the Engineering Office, Houl­
ton. Joan had a high average with 101.8.

S. and C. Helper and Mrs. Virgil 
Dwyer of Oakfield, are announcing the 
engagement of their daughter, Sally 
Jane, to Radio Maintainer Roger P. Ey- 
cette, son of Philip Lycette of Amity 
and the late Mrs. Rose Lycette.

Miss Dwyer is a graduate of Oakfield 
Community High School in 1964.

Mr. Lycette is a graduate of Hodgdon 
High School, class of 1959. He has com­
pleted four years in the U. S. Navy and 
is employed by the BAR as radio main­
tained

A July 30 wedding is planned.

James H. Sanborn, Jr., son of Section 
Foreman and Mrs. J. H. Sanborn, 
Northern Maine Junction, has been 
awarded The Air Medal accompanied 
with the following citation:

“ Technical Sergeant James H. San­
born, Jr., AF 1 1 180397, distinguished 
himself by meritorious achievement 
while participating in sustained aerial 
flight with the 6988th Security Squad­
ron, United States Air Force Security 
Service, from 1 January 1964 through 
6 May 1965. During this period, the air­
manship and courage exhibited by Ser­
geant Sanborn in the successful accomp­
lishment of these important missions, un­
der extremely hazardous conditions, 
demonstrated his outstanding proficiency 
and steadfast devotion to duty. The pro­
fessional ability and outstanding aerial 
accomplishment of Sergeant Sanborn re­
flect credit upon himself, the United 
States Air Force Security Service, and 
the United States Air Force.”

Sergeant Sanborn has been in the Air 
Force for 18 years. He is presently sta­
tioned in Japan, enrolled in college 
courses, and on the dean’s list.

At the Democratic Caucus held in 
Oakfield. March 19, B. and B. Painter 
Clair Wilmot was elected chairman and 
Rail Repairman Robert Clark was 
named to the town committee.

Assistant Professor Joseph Hallee has 
announced that three students in the 
French Program at Fort Kent State Col­
lege have been awarded grants under 
the provisions of the National Defense 
Education Act of 1958. They will attend 
institutes of Modern Foreign Languages 
during the coming summer sessions. 
These institutes are designed to provide 
advanced training for teachers and su­
pervisors in foreign languages.
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Section Foreman Merle E. Lyford, Brownville, has received a gold pass for 40 
years’ service with the Bangor and Aroostook. He was horn in Milo and attended 
Milo schools. His first railroad job was as trackman in 1925 He has also served as 
plowman and welder. He is married and has two children, M. E. I.yford, Jr., and 
Mrs. Beatrice A. Knowles of Hartland.



Electrician Erwin P. Wiley receives 
gold pass from CM O V. L. Ladd. Wiley, 
a native of Milo, entered service 1923 
and has been diesel supervisor, and act­
ing chief Electrician. During W. W. II 
he was a major in the Corps of Engineers 
in Europe. He is married and has one 
son, Erwin T., also a BAR electrician.

Participants will live in language 
houses, take their meals at language 
tables, and live in an atmosphere of the 
country in which the language is spoken.

One of the three students named for 
this honor is Urbain Lausier, son of 
Trackman (Ret.) and Mrs. Thaddie A. 
Lausier of Grand Isle. Urbain has been 
selected to participate in the institute at 
Tufts University in Medford, Mass. He 
is active in the Fine Arts Council, the 
French Club, the College Chorus and 
the Newman Club.

Mrs. Flora Powell, Stenographer in 
the Engineering Office, Houlton, spent 
the weekend of May 7th visiting her sons 
at Phillips Academy in Andover, Mass., 
and at Dartmouth College in Hanover, 
N. H. Josiah is a student at Dartmouth, 
and Byron who graduates from Phillips 
Academy in June, will enter Dartmouth 
College this fall on a tuition scholarship.

Transportation Department

Mr. and Mrs. Leland D. I.abbe of
Limestone are parents of a baby daugh­
ter, Mary Rose, born January 3, 1966, at 
Community General Hospital in Fort 
Fairfield. Leland is supervisory agent at 
Caribou.

We were all saddened by the death of 
Elizabeth R. White, wife of Chief Dis­
patcher Henry G. White, at Houlton, 
April 1 3.

Harold Labbe, Agent at Mars Hill, 
and Mrs. Labbe, celebrated their anni­
versary May 1st at Brunswick, Maine, 
with their son, Eugene Labbe and fam­
ily, and daughter, Mrs. John Kelley and 
Mr. Kelley from New Jersey.

R. T. Clark, Jr., agent at Limestone, 
has purchased a home in Limestone.

Peter Clark, son of Agent and Mrs. 
R. T. Clark, Jr., recently had a trip to 
Washington with the Fort Fairfield High 
School Band, the official high school 
band representing the State of Maine 
during the Cherry Blossom Festival. They 
had a six-day trip, stopping in Augusta 
to play at the State Capitol, and spent 
two days in New York City.

Our sympathy to Mr. and Mrs. George 
L. Kearney, on the death of their son, 
Brakeman James E. Kearney, March 16, 
1966, while in training with the U. S. 
Marine Corps at Camp Lejeune, N. C.

Miss Janet White, daughter of Chief 
Dispatcher Henry G. White, has been 
named salutatorian of the Senior Class 
of Houlton High School. She is a mem­
ber of the National Honor Society, Tri- 
Hi-Y, The Latin Club and The French 
Club. She has been a member of the 
High School Band for four years and 
the Chorus for one year. She also was a 
delegate to Dirigo Girls’ State, and 
Chairman of the Credentials Committee 
Model United Nations. Janet is on the 
staff of the North Star and was a mem­
ber of the Senior Play cast. She plans 
to enter the University of Maine in the 
fall.

Miss Janet White, daughter of Chief 
Dipatcher Henry G. White, has been in­
stalled as Worthy Advisor of Houlton 
Rainbow Assembly #26. She was in­
stalled by her father. She has also been 
selected as Grand Religion of the Grand 
Rainbow' Assembly of Maine and will be 
installed in Augusta on April 30th.

Janet White

Airman Third Class Stephen C. Barnes,
son of Conductor Ervin J. Barnes and 
Mrs. Barnes of R. F. D. 2, Washburn, 
Maine, has been graduated with honors 
at Amarillo AFB, Texas, from the train­
ing course for U. S. Air Force adminis­
trative specialists. Airman Barnes will 
be assigned to one of the more than 250 
installations world-wide where Air Force 
combat and support units are based. The

airman, a 1963 graduate of Washburn 
High School, has a diploma from Con­
cord (N. H.) Commercial College.

Hercules Levesque, station agent at 
Frenchville, Maine, was re-elected chair­
man of the Board of Directors of SAD 
# 3 3  (comprising the towns of French­
ville and St. Agatha) for the year 1966­
67, at the Board meeting April 5, 1966.

Station Agent Hercules Levesque has 
also been re-elected president of the 
Frenchville Federal Credit Union for 
1966.

Operating Department

Friends of Mrs. Virginia Bartlett, Sec­
retary, Highway Division, are sorry to 
learn she had to undergo surgery recent­
ly at the James A. Taylor Osteopathic 
Hospital, Bangor. Mrs. Shirley Brewster 
has been substituting during Mrs. Bart­
lett’s absence.

Highway Division headquarters are 
now located on sixth floor, Graham 
Building, Bangor.

Accounting Department

Bud Clark, stenographer in the 
Freight Claim Section, represented the 
Bangor Toastmasters Club and took sec­
ond place in the International Toastmas­
ters Area III Speech Contest at Water- 
ville April 21, 1966. A bronze plaque 
was awarded to Bud for his participation 
in the contest.

Staff Sgt. Robert E. Plumley, U. S. M. 
C., son of Treasurer and General Audi­
tor and Mrs. Roy D. Plumley, has re­
ceived official notification of his promo­
tion to Warrant Officer effective June 
15th. Plumley is a career man in the 
Marine Corps and is presently enrolled 
in a 47-week course in Vietnamese being 
held at the Foreign Language Institute, 
Monterey, California.

Mildred Wallace, invoice clerk in the 
Disbursement Section, spent two w'eeks 
in Florida visiting and touring the state 
with friends.

Mrs. Rodney Cyr
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Friends of Miriam Rounds, Ticket 
Audit Clerk, will be pleased to know that 
she is once again in her home which was 
internally destroyed by fire this past 
February.

Alice Titus, key punch operator, re­
cently returned to work after having a 
minor surgical operation at St. Joseph 
Hospital in Bangor.

Miss Gloria LeGuff, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. James LeGuff of Brewer, and 
Machine Operator Rodney J. Cyr were 
married Friday, April 15, 1966 at the 
Second Congregational Church in South 
Brewer.

Mr. Lyle Shelley has been assigned to 
the position of machine operator on the 
night shift in the Tabulating Section. 
Lyle is married and has three children. 
He was formerly employed by the State 
Employment Security Commission in 
Augusta.

Tabulating Supervisor Robert E. Clu- 
key and Machine Operator Richard 
Gould recently completed a 75-hour 
home study course on Basic Computer 
Principles conducted and graded by the 
IBM Educational Center in Boston, Mas­
sachusetts.

Shirley Wiedlocher, Keypunch Opera­
tor, has left the employ of the service 
bureau, Machine Accounting, Inc. She 
has returned to Indiana with her hus­
band, who was recently discharged from 
the Air Force.

Donald Annis, assistant to treasurer, 
recently attended a Railway Systems and 
Management Association seminar in Chi­
cago. This seminar dealt with cash flow, 
short term investments, freight payment 
plans, and was attended by approximate­
ly seventy representatives of the rail­

road, transportation, investment and 
banking companies.

Keypunch Operator Helen Brissette 
and her husband, Edmond, were feted 
recently at a surprise party, held at the 
N.C.O. Club at Dow Field, in observance 
of their 25th wedding anniversary.

Miss Helen Morin and Edmond Bris­
sette were married April 14, 1941, and 
are the parents of two children, Mrs. 
Donna Gerow of Fitchburg, Mass., and 
Michael of Hartford, Conn. They have 
a grandson, Stephen Gerow.

The honored couple was presented 
with an anniversary cake and an opaque 
crystal Madonna from St. Croix in the 
Virgin Islands.

Miss Eileen Chasse, daughter of Op­
erator and Mrs. J. Claude Chasse, has 
accepted a secretarial position with 
Westinghouse in Philadelphia.

BAR NEWS BRIEFS

Carvell Hatfield

(Continued from page 3)

burg, Florida and educated in New 
Brunswick schools. His first associa­
tion with the railroad came at the

end of U. S. Army Air Corps service 
in 1946 when he became a brake- 
man while waiting to re-enter the 
University of New Brunswick.

During summer vacations he 
worked as a rodman in the engineer­
ing department and became an as­
sistant engineer after he received 
his BS degree in civil engineering 
in 1949. He became principal assist­
ant engineer in 1953, assistant to the 
mechanical superintendent in 1954 
and division master mechanic in 
1956. He was made chief engineer 
in 1957 and was responsible for 
extensive mechanization of the 
road’s maintenance of way forces. 
Swales is a graduate of the Manage­
ment Development Program of the 
College of Business Administration 
of Northern University.

Succeeding Swales as Chief En­
gineer will be Vinal J. Welch, 39, of 
Houlton. Welch was born in Mon- 
son and educated in Mattawamkeag 
schools. Following high school in 
1944 he saw service with the U. S.

Navy in the Pacific.. He received 
his B. S. degree in civil engineering 
from the University of Maine in 
1950. From 1950 until 1956, he was 
employed by the Erie Railroad at 
Buffalo, New York; Chicago, 
Illinois; Youngstown, Ohio; Frank­
lin, Pennsylvania and Cornell, New 
York. He became an assistant en­
gineer for the BAR in 1957 and was 
made principal assistant engineer in 
1958. Welch is also a graduate of 
the Atlantic Summer School, Uni­
versity of King's College, Halifax, 
Nova Scotia.

Hatfield, 27, will replace Welch 
as principal assistant engineer in 
Houlton. He is a native of Wood­
stock, N. B., and attended Wood­
stock schools and Horton Academy 
in Nova Scotia. He was graduated 
from Acadia Academy in 1959 and 
received his BS degree in civil en­
gineering from the University of 
New Brunswick in 1961. He became 
an assistant engineer for the rail­
road in 1961.

Twenty-five



The News In Pictures

The widest piece of freight ever to move as a line haul over the Bangor and Aroostook Railroad was shipped as part of a 
special train from Searsport Easter Sunday. Two sections, weighing 41 and 31 tons respectively, contained parts of a dryer for 
the Maine Sugar Industries new beet sugar refinery at Easton. At the road’s bridge spanning the West branch of the Penobscot 
River at Grindstone, as pictured, there was a clearance of only two inches between the load and the trusses of the bridge. Rail­
road employes carefully uncoupled the cars and inched them across the span. Some 47 cars of machinery moved in the special 
train. The 1,321 ton shipment was the third special train to move over the railroad for the new refinery.

MODEL TRAIN WINNERS —  The 
Bangor and Aroostook Railroad and the 
Parks and Recreation Department spon­
sored the ninth annual model train races 
at the Gentle Memorial Building in 
March. Displaying their trophies for 
winning in the various classes are, left 
to right, front row, Gregory Lezotte, 
John Burpee, Douglas Page and Leonard 
Gumming; back row, Mark Dobbins, 
Fred Lunt of the Bangor and Aroostook, 
Harold C. Duffey, manager of operations 
for BAR, who presented the trophies, 
Walter Burlock, recreation superinten­
dent, and Michael Cummings.
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POTATO CARS PRE-COOLED FREE 
MAY 1 thru JULY 15

BANGOR AND AROOSTOOK RAILROAD




